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‘N REPLY REFER TO

NAVMEDCOM INSTRUCTION 5360.1

From: Commander, Naval Medical Command
commandant of the Marine Corps
To: All sShips and Stations

Subj: DECEDENT AFFAIRS MANUAL

1. Purpose. To carry out the Department of the Navy's Decedent
Affairs Program (DAP). This instruction is a complete revision
and should be read in its entirety. Symbols denoting deleted,
revised, or added paragraphs are not reflected.

2. cCancellation. BUMED Instructions 5360.1D and 5360.21C.

3. Scope. The provisions of this instruction are applicable dur-
ing peacetime, in times of war, and in support of major military
operations. In a war or major military operation, the Current
Death program will continue until the area commander determines
that the Graves Registration (GR) program must be started. When
GR becomes necessary, the procedures in FMFM 4-8 (NOTAL). Handling
of Deceased Personnel in Theaters of Operations, are applicable to
all naval forces. Additionally, this instruction:

a. Enumerates persons entitled to or eligible for one or more
of the benefits of the Decedent Affairs Program.

b. Prescribes the extent and conditions under which benefits
may be provided such persons.

c. Sets forth 1limitations on payments and reimbursements
authorized for such benefits.

4. Action

a. Ensure that all appropriate personnel under your cognizance
are made aware of the contents of this instruction, including
appendices A through W, assuring that:

(1) Remains of all deceased personnel for whom the Depart-
ment of the Navy is responsible are furnished required and autho-
rized services in keeping with the highest standards and traditions
of the Navy and Marine Corps.
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(2) Surviving relatives are accorded the consideration and
sympathy due them.

b. Use the provisions of this instruction in conjunction with
the Manual of the Medical Department (MANMED), U.S. Marine Corps
manuals, Naval Military Personnel Manual (MILPERSMAN), Navy Regu-
lations, Joint Travel Regulations (JTR), Joint Federal Travel Regu-
lations (JFTR), and other applicable directives pertaining to
casualty reporting, casualty notification, <casualty assistance
calls programs, travel to burial sites, and burial honors. The
objectives of the programs in this instructions are to assure:

(1) Immediate recovery and identification of deceased per-
sonnel.

(2) High standards of and uniformity in services provided.

(3) Minimum elapsed time between death and delivery of
remains or cremains to the primary next of kin (PNOK).

(4) Prompt notification to the PNOK and secondary next of
kin (SNOK) concerning matters applicable to the Decedent Affairs
Program.

5. Records Disposition

a. When 2 years o0ld or when purpose is served, whichever is
earlier, destroy accumulated routine day-to-day general DAP records
not pertaining to a specific case.

b. Apply appropriate item wunder SSIC 5360 of SECNAVINST
5212.5C to DAP policy records and records pertaining to specific
cases.

6. Reports. In keeping with administrative workload reduction
efforts, the reporting requirements listed below have been reviewed
and are found to be current. These reports have been approved by
the Chief of Naval Operations for 3 years from the date of this
instruction.

Requiring
Symbol Title Paragraph(s)
MED 5360-1 Report of Burial in Navy Ceme-
teries or Plots 13-3
MED 5360-3 Report of Dispositions and Expen-
ditures - Remains of Dead 11-7
15-%5a & b
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Requiring
Symbol Title Paragqgraph(s)
MED 5360-4 Unidentified or Group Remains 4-12a
(MIN:CONSIDERED) 16-1
MED 5360-5 Subsequent Recovery of Partial
(MIN:CONSIDERED) Remains 4-13
MED 5360-6 Search, Recovery, and Identifi-
(MIN:CONSIDERED) cation Operations Progress 4-1%
MED 5360-10 Interment Allowance Review Data 2-2¢(3)(q)
MED 5360-11 Decedent Affairs Death Report 3-3
(MIN:CONSIDERED)
MED 5360-13 Disaster Involving Other Service
(MIN:CONSIDERED) Dead 4-4
MED 5360-14 Escort of Deceased Naval Personnel 10-7a(2)(f)

7. Forms. Forms are available from the sources listed below:

a. The following forms are available from COG 1I stock points
of the Navy Supply System and can be ordered per NAVSUP P-2002:

Form No. Title Stock No.

DD 565 Statement of Recognition
(Rev. 8-84) 0102-LF-000-5650

DD 890 Record of Identification
Processing - Effects and
Physical Data (Rev. 1-58) 0102~LF-008-7920

DD 892 Record of Identification Pro-
cessing - Skeletal Chart
(Rev. 2-56) 0102-LF-008-7940

DD 893 Record of Identification Pro-
cessing - Anatomical
Chart (Rev. 2-56) 0102-LF-008-7950

DD 894 Record of Identification Pro-
cessing - Fingerprint
Chart (Rev. 2-56) 0102-LF-008-7960
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Form No.

1149

1155

1351-2

1375

1384

1387-2

2064

Title

Requisition and Invoice/Ship-
ping Document (Rev. 3-59)

Order for Supplies or Services/
Request for Quotation
(Rev. 9-82)

Travel Voucher or Subvoucher
(Rev. 6-78)

Request for Payment of Funeral
and/or Interment Expenses
(Rev. 4-87)

Transportation Control and
Movement Document (Rev. 4-66)

Special Handling Data Certifi-
cation (Rev. 6-86)

Certificate of Death (Overseas)
(Rev. 4-77)

b. The following forms are available from
cated:

Form No.

Form 507

2386-R

891

2062

2063

Title

Agreement for Interment
(Rev. 8-76)

Agreement for Interment
(Rev. 6-82)

Record of Identification
Processing - Dental Chart
(Rev. 2-56)

Record of Preparation and
Disposition of Remains (Out-
side CONUS) (Rev. 4-84)

Record of Preparation and
Disposition of Remains
(Within CONUS) (Rev. 4-87)

Stock No.

0102-LF-011-1801

0102-LF-011-3103

0102-LF-013-2703

0102-LF-013-5302

0102-LF-013-5700

0102-LF-001-3877

0102-LF-002-0640
the sources 1indi-
source
COMNAVMEDCOM (MED
COM-332)

Same as above.

Same as above.

Same as above.

Same as above.
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Form No. Title Source
DD 2065 Disposition of Remains - Reim- COMNAVMEDCOM (MED
bursable Basis (Rev. 4-87) COM-332)
VA Form 40-1330 Application for Standard Director, Monument
Government Headstone or Services, Veterans
Marker (Rev. 7-80) Administration,
Washington, DC
20420
VA Form 21-8834 Application for Reimburse-
ment of Headstone or Marker
Expenses (Rev. 2-79) Same as above.

¢. The following forms are available from the Federal Supply
System through normal supply procurement procedures:

National
Form No. Title Stock No.
SF 88 Report of Medical Examination
(Rev. 10-75%5) 7540-00-634-4038
(8 X 10 1/2) or
7540-00-~753-4570
(8 X 21)
SF 603 Dental Health Record
(Rev. 10-75) 7540-00-634-4179
SF 603A Dental Health Record
(Continuation) (Rev. 10-75) 7540-00-577-5881

/ C};w«/ e

. S. CASSELLS

L
E. C. CHEATHaAM/ JR.
eputy Chief of Staff
for Manpower

Distribution:
(See next page)
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Distribution:

SNDL Parts 1 and 2
MARCORPS Codes H and 1
(COMNAVMEDCOM - 250 copies)

Stocked:

CO, NAVPUBFORMCEN

5801 Tabor Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19120-5099 (500 copies)
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LOCATOR CROSS-REFERENCE SHEET

Subj: DECEDENT AFFAIRS MANUAL

See:

(Recipient enter information as to where this instruction is
maintained.)
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Chapter 1 - Decedent Affairs Program

1-1. General. The Decedent Affairs Program (DAP) provides for
search, recovery, identification, care, and disposition of remains
of deceased persons for whom the Department of the Navy is respon-
sible.

1-2. Departmental Responsibilities. The Secretary of the Navy has
delegated administrative responsibilities as follows: "The Chief,
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, under the command of the Chief of
Naval Operations, 1s responsible, in conjunction with the Comman-
dant of the Marine Corps as to matters pertaining to Marine Corps
personnel, for the formulation and promulgation of policies, stand-
ards, procedures, and training material pertinent to the Decedent
Affairs Program." Due to restructuring, this delegation of admin-
istrative responsibilities is vested in the Commander, Naval Medi-
cal Command (COMNAVMEDCOM).

1-3. Programs. In carrying out the responsibilities delegated in
paragraph 1-2, the following programs have been established. These
five programs may coexist.

a. Current Death Program. This program provides professional
mortuary services, supplies, and related services incident to care
and disposition of remains of persons eligible for these services
by specific statute. Under this program, remains are shipped to a
place designated by the primary next of kin for permanent disposi-
tion and the decedent's personal effects are shipped to the legal
recipient. Although not a part of the Current Death Program,
round-trip transportation to the burial site 1is authorized for
family members of deceased active duty members under a program
administered by CMC and COMNAVMILPERSCOM as outlined in paragraph

l6-6b. The Current Death program 1is operational on a worldwide
basis during peacetime and will continue outside areas of conflict
during major military operations. It may also continue in areas

of conflict depending on the logistical and tactical situation.

b. Graves Registration Program. The Graves Registration Pro-
gram (GR or GRREG) provides for the search, recovery, evacuation
(to a temporary cemetery or a mortuary)., initial identification,
disposition of personal effects found with each deceased, and
burial of eligible deceased persons in temporary cemeteries. This
program 1is only operational when authorized by the responsible

commander during major military operations. When necessary., GR
includes the establishment and maintenance of temporary burial
sites. Operational details incident to graves registration proce-

dures are contained in Marine Corps publication FMFM 4-8 (NOTAL),
Handling of Deceased Personnel in Theaters of Operations.

1-1
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c. Concurrent Return Program

(1) This program, a combination of the Current Death Pro-
gram and Graves Registration Program, may be activated during emer-
gencies or major military operations when conditions and capa-

bilities permit. It begins with the initial phase of the Graves
Registration Program that provides for search, recovery, and evac-
uation of remains to a processing point. It ends with the Current

Death Program that provides for identification and preparation of
remains in a mortuary (central identification laboratory) and ship-
ment, for permanent disposition, to final destination as directed
by the PNOK. The Concurrent Return Program may be phased 1into
either the Current Death Program or Graves Registration Program as
the situation dictates.

(2) Remains buried 1in temporary cemeteries (under the
Graves Registration Program or in emergencies) may be disinterred
and evacuated under the Concurrent Return Program if conditions
and capabilities permit.

d. Return of Remains Progran. The Return of Remains Program
can only be activated upon enactment of special legislation. This
program provides for permanent disposition of remains of those
persons buried in temporary cemeteries who could not be evacuated
under the Concurrent Return Program. The special 1legislation
could authorize the establishment of one or more permanent American
cemeteries in the overseas area thereby giving the PNOK the option
of having the remains buried therein or shipped to another place
of the PNOK's choosing. Within Navy, the Commander, Naval Medical
Command (COMNAVMEDCOM) will advise field activities of the activa-
tion of a Return of Remains Program.

e. Casualty Assistance Calls Programs

(1) General. Although Casualty Assistance Calls Programs
(CACP) of the Navy and Marine Corps are not identified as part of
the DAP, they are integrally related. Per NAVMILPERSCOMINST 1770.1
(NOTAL), Casualty Assistance Calls Program (CACP) Manual, the casu-
alty assistance calls officer (CACO) helps the PNOK and SNOK with
problems surrounding the death and provides information on such
matters as:

(a) Disposition of remains.
(b) Death gratuity and unpaid pay and allowances.

(c) Personal effects of deceased.

1-2
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(d) Settlement of decedent's estate (wills, bank
accounts, property, savings bonds, commercial insurance, etc.).

(e) Servicemen's Group Life Insurance (SGLI).

(f) Applications for Veterans Administration (VA) sur-
vivors benefits, dependency and indemnity compensation or pension,
social security benefits, etc.

(g) Shipment of household items.

(h) Travel of dependents to grave site and to perma-
nent residence.

(i) Medical care.

(j) Exchange and commissary privileges.
(k) Employment and education.

(1) Application for Government headstone.

(m) Any other reasonable requests made by the PNOK and
SNOK.

(2) Navy. The Commander, Naval Military Personnel Com-
mand (COMNAVMILPERSCOM) administers the Navy CACP, acting for the
Chief of Naval Personnel. Operational control has been delegated
to Casualty Assistance Calls and Funeral Honors Support (CAC/FHS)
program coordinators listed in appendix R. The CAC/FHS program
coordinator for the areas within which the PNOK and SNOK reside
designates an active duty commissioned officer or a well qualified
senior enlisted member to act as the CACO. This help is provided
through personal contact: the first PNOK call being made within
24 hours of death when the PNOK may well need help on such matters
as military honors and memorial services in connection with the
funeral. Disposition of remains instructions are obtained and
provided, by message, to the appropriate command and COMNAVMEDCOM.
Guidance for the CACO 1is in NAVMILPERSCOMINST 1770.1 (NOTAL),
Casualty Assistance Calls Program (CACP) Manual. Reports of
contact (Symbol NAVPERS 1770-1) are submitted to COMNAVMILPERSCOM.

(3) Marine Corps. As outlined in MARCORCASPROCMAN (MCO
P3040.4) (NOTAL), the Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC) admin-
isters the Marine Corps CACP. Following receipt of information
that a Marine Corps member has died, and after personal PNOK noti-
fication, the CMC originates a letter to the PNOK concerning the
various benefits that may be available and offering the aid of a

1-3
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casualty assistance calls officer (CACO) in these matters. Appro-
priate documents and application forms are provided by the CMC to
the CACO. CACOs aid the PNOK, if desired, in the proper completion
of all forms. CACOs submit a final report on casualty assistance
to CMC.

1-4. Definitions

a. The 4B Contiquous United States. This term, in any form,
includes the District of Columbia.

b. Port of Entry (POE). An activity designated to receive,
reprocess, and arrange for transportation of remains originating in
an overseas location (paragraph 9-1b refers) and to receive remains
from naval activities in the 48 contiguous United States that are
destined for an overseas location (paragraph 9-3c(l)(c) refers).

c¢. Primary Next of Kin (PNOK)

(1) Person most closely related to the decedent 1in the
following order, who also has been determined to be entitled to
direct disposition (MILPERSMAN 4210100 refers).

(a) Legal Spouse.
(b) Eldest child over age of majority.
(c¢) Father or mother.

1. The father if the parents are married at the
time of disposition.

2. If the parents are separated or divorced, use
discretion in deciding which parent should direct disposition, tak-
ing into consideration:

a. Identity of the parent who had custody of
the deceased member at time of member's entry into the service.

b. Relevant information provided in enlistment
papers and in member's Dependency Application/Record of Emergency
Data (NAVPERS 1070/602) or Record of Emergency Data (DD 93).

¢. Guidance from the senior medical officer or
COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332), if a decision cannot be made based upon
the above factors.
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(d) Eldest brother or sister.

(e) Other blood relatives.

(2) For remains of prisoners of war or personnel missing in
action for lengthy periods, flexibility is provided in determining
the proper individual to direct disposition. Whenever possible,
accept the family's selection of its representative to determine
disposition. When a family is unable to agree, the disposition
decision may be made by the available interested party highest in
the following order of priority. This individual may waive that
right 1in favor of the next 1interested party in the order of
priority:

(a) The unremarried surviving spouse. The term sur-
viving spouse does not include one who obtained a divorce from the
decedent (at any time).

(b) Natural and adopted children (by age). The age of
majority is 18 years. The rights of minor children will be exer-
cised by their surviving parent or legal guardian.

(c) Parents.

(d) The remarried surviving spouse. The term remar-
ried surviving spouse does not include one who obtained a divorce
from the decedent (at any time) or who remarried before a finding
of death per 37 United States Code (U.S.C.) 555.

(e) Other blood relatives by degree of sanguinity.
(f) A person standing in loco parentis to the decedent.
If none of the above persons 1is available, the Secretary of the

Military Department concerned may be deemed to have such standing.

d. Dependents

(1) Dependents of members of the uniformed services
include:

(a) A spouse.

(b) Unmarried 1legitimate or 1illegitimate children,
stepchildren, and adopted children:

1l. Under 21 years of age. (When both parents are
military members, the child will be considered the dependent of the
parent having custody.)
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2. Over 21 years of age:

a. Incapable of self support due to a mental
or physical incapacity and in fact dependent on the member for over
one-half of their support, or

b. Attains the age of 21 while overseas accom-
panying the member sponsor.

3. Over 21 years of age but has not passed the
23rd birthday., and is:

a. In fact dependent on the member for over
one-half of their support, or

b. A full-time student in an approved insti-
tute of higher learning, carrying a class load of a minimum of 12
semester credit hours or equivalent.

(¢) Fathers and mothers of members if in fact depend-
ent on the member for over one-half of their support and have been
designated as dependents of the member in the member's service
record. The term father or mother includes a stepparent or parent
by adoption, and any other person, including a former stepparent,
who has stood in 1loco parentis to the member for a continuous
period of not less than 5 years during the minority of the member.
A stepparent-stepchild relationship is deemed terminated by divorce
of the stepparent and blood parent. However, such a relationship
does not terminate upon the death of the blood parent.

(d) A parent-in-law of the member provided he or she
is dependent on the member for over one-half of his or her support,
resides with the member, and has been designated a dependent of the
member in the member's service record.

(2) Dependents of civilian employees may include:

(a) A spouse.

(b) Unmarried 1legitimate or illegitimate <children,
stepchildren, adopted children, grandchildren, legal minor wards,
and children in legal guardianship:

1. Under 21 years of age.
2. Over 21 years of age and 1incapable of self-

support due to a mental or physical incapacity and in fact depend-
ent on the employee for over one-half of their support.
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(c) Fathers and mothers of employees if in fact depend-
ent on the employee for at least 51 percent of their support, or
resides with the employee, and have been provided travel at Govern-
ment expense to the employee's place of employment. The term
father and mother includes legally adoptive parents or stepparents
who have stood in loco parentis to the employee at any time for a
continuous period of not less than 5 years during the minority of
the employee. Stepparent-stepchild relationships are terminated
by divorce of the stepparent and blood parent. However, such
relationships do not terminate upon the death of the blood parent.

(d) Brothers and sisters, including step and 1legally
adoptive brothers and sisters. Generally, this category must be
dependent on the sponsoring civilian employee for at 1least 51
percent of their support.

(e) A parent-in-law of the employee provided he or she
is dependent on the employee for over one-half of his or her sup-
port, resides with the employee, and has been provided transporta-
tion at Government expense to the employee's place of employment.

e. Primary Expenses. Expenses 1incurred in connection with
recovery, preparation, and encasement of remains, including but not
limited to expenses 1incurred for recovery; removal; embalming;
casket: shipping container; cremation; urn; clothing; and delivery
of remains to a common-carrier terminal.

f. Secondary Expenses. Expenses incurred in connection with
the funeral and burial of remains, 1including but not 1limited to
those incurred for transportation (local) of relatives to the ceme-
tery. single gravesite, vault, funeral director's services, clergy-
man's services, opening and closing grave, floral tribute, and
obituary notices.

g. Memorial Services Expenses. Expenses incurred in connec-
tion with memorial services when remains of deceased naval members
are nonrecovered.

h. MIN:CONSIDERED. Minimize Considered. A term used in

connection with the release of naval messages to be transmitted by
electrical means.

i. Cremains. The ashes of a cremated human body.

j. Secondary Next of Kin (SNOK). Unless otherwise designated
in the deceased individual's records, the person in paragraph 1l-4c
(1) most closely related to the decedent after the PNOK. It should
be noted that not everyone has an SNOK.
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1-5. Field Records. Each facility involved will maintain a record
pertaining to the death and disposition of remains of each indivi-
dual whose death occurs within its jurisdiction. When remains are
removed from an overseas jurisdiction for care, the POE activity
receiving remains and effecting reprocessing will maintain records
concerning date and time functions are performed. Any documents
not required to be forwarded to the Naval Medical Command will
only be disposed of following SECNAVINST 5212.5C.

a. Prepare a DD 2063, Record of Preparation and Disposition
of Remains (appendix P), in each instance of death occurring within
the 48 contiguous United States in which the decedent affairs offi-
cer (DAO) or designee obtains supplies and services on a contrac-
tual basis in coordination with the contract mortician, including
one-time contracts.

(1) Submit copy 1 of DD 2063 on naval personnel to COMNAV
MEDCOM (MEDCOM-332) as soon as possible after remains have been
transported to destination. Submit documents listed below with the
DD 2063. (Report control symbol MED 5360-3 applies. Also see
paragraph 11-7.)

(a) Documentation of the methods used to establish
identification and DD 565, Statement of Recognition of Deceased,
from two individuals. When received from civil authorities for
care by Navy, 1identity of remains should be confirmed prior to
processing and return to PNOK. Forward identification and process-
ing documents in the transfer case with remains to POEs.

(b) A signed statement of condition of remains upon
arrival at consignee (funeral home).

(c) If the PNOK desires the Navy to arrange cremation,

copy of signed request from the PNOK and copy of crematorium docu-
ment.

(2) Copy 1 of DD 2063 completed by naval authorities for
Army or Air Force personnel, accompanied by documents indicated in
paragraphs 1-5a(l)(a), (b), and (c) when available, will be dis-
tributed as follows:

(a) For Army personnel: Commander, U.S. Army Mili-
tary Personnel Center, Casualty and Memorial Affairs Operations
Center, ATTN: DAPC-PDC-CD, Alexandria, VA 22331-0400.

(b) For Air Force personnel: Headquarters, Air Force

Engineering and Services Center-DEHM, Tyndall Air Force Base, FL
32403-6001.
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(3) When the deceased member's family makes all arrange-
ments for care and disposition of remains, a DD 2063 will not be
completed (paragraph 5-4 refers).

b. The armed services mortician responsible for preparation
of remains will prepare a DD 2062, Record of Preparation and Dispo-

sition of Remains (Outside CONUS) (appendix O refers). When
remains are prepared on a reimbursable basis, complete items 31,
32, and 34a and b. In the box entitled "Report Number"™ 1in the

heading, 1insert a consecutively numbered 1identifier for each
remains processed, i.e., beginning with the first remains processed
each calendar year, 1-87, 2-87, 3-87, etc. Forward identification
and processing documents in the transfer case with remains to POEs.
The POE embalmer or contract funeral director will complete the
reverse of the form and make distribution of copies 1 through 5 as
indicated in the lower right hand corner on the face of the form.
(Report <control symbol MED 5360-3 applies. Also see paragraph
11-7.)

¢. Prepare a DD 2065, Disposition of Remains - Reimbursable
Basis (appendix Q refers), for remains of dependents of active
duty members, dependents of civilians paid from appropriated funds,
and for other individuals authorized to receive services on a reim-

bursable basis. Check options 1, II, or III concerning arrange-
ments desired by PNOK in the disposition of remains. Distribute
copies as indicated in the heading. (Also see paragraph 11-6c.)

d. When a sponsor (entitled to burial in a military cemetery)
desires interment of a dependent in a military cemetery under the
jurisdiction of the Army, the mortician responsible for remains
processing will prepare an agreement for interment form, such as
DA 2386-R, Agreement for Interment (appendix I). (AF Form 507,
Agreement for Interment, is also acceptable.)
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Chapter 2 - Current Death Program

2-1. General. The Current Death Program provides for the follow-
ing specific functions:

a. Search for, recovery, and identification of remains.

b. COMNAVMEDCOM notification of all deaths of Navy and Marine
Corps personnel (per NAVMILPERSCOM (BUPERS) directives and MARCOR
CASPROC Manual, as appropriate), and on deaths of other uniformed
services and non-uniformed service personnel occurring aboard naval
ships, naval installations, or in an overseas area over which the
Navy or Marine Corps has jurisdiction.

¢. Notification (chapter 3 refers) to the PNOK and SNOK of
deaths of personnel enumerated in paragraph 2-1b.

d. Collection and temporary retention of personal effects
necessary for proper identification of remains. Instructions for
final disposition of personal effects are set forth in directives
of NAVMILPERSCOM, CMC, and Commander, Naval Supply Systems Command
(COMNAVSUPSYSCOM) .

e. Preparation, casketing, and inspection of remains. This
includes provision of clothing, insignia, and other required items.

f. Transportation of remains.
g. Escort - In coordination with the appropriate Pay/Personnel
Administrative Support System (PASS) office or responsible Marine

Corps unit, arrangements for and instructions to escort.

h. Provision of U.S. flags (paragraph 5-5h and appendix C
refer).

i. Cremation -~ Includes the following when required (appendix
J, part I, clause 8.1 refers):

(1) Transportation.
(2) Urn.

(3) Engraving of urn.
(4) Outer container.

j. Interment - Either in a national, other Federal Government,
or civilian cemetery, as authorized.
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k. Provision of Government furnished grave marker.
1. Payment of DAP expenses in amounts authorized.

m. For nonrecovered remains of naval personnel (paragraph 11-2
c(2) refers):

(1) Payment for or reimbursement of memorial service
expenses.

(2) Memorial flag, plot, and marker.

n. Although not a part of the Current Death Program, round-
trip transportation to the burial site may be authorized for family
members of deceased active duty members under a program adminis-
tered by the Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC) and COMNAVMILPERS
COM as outlined in paragraph 16-6b.

2-2. Responsibilities

a. The Commander, Naval Medical Command. In conjunction with
the Commandant of the Marine Corps when appropriate, the Commander,
Naval Medical Command, under the command of the Chief of Naval
Operations, is responsible for:

(1) Formulation and promulgation of directives on policies,
standards, and procedures.

(2) Budgeting for and providing funds necessary to defray
authorized Decedent Affairs Program expenses, monitoring such
expenditures through examination of paid vouchers, and adjudication
of contested claims.

(3) Coordination of arrangements with other agencies of
the Government.

(4) Liaison with the «civilian mortuary profession and
industry.

(5) Coordination required in the recruitment and selec-
tion of morticians (NEC-8496) for mortuaries under naval cogni-
zance.

(6) Ensuring compliance with DAP policies and procedures.

(7) Visits to U.S. POEs and U.S. and overseas activities
with DAP responsibilities. Providing appropriate help and support
to these activities in the proper disposition of remains and
related functions.
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(8) Providing:

(a) Instructions to the appropriate office of medical
affairs/naval hospital (OMA/NH) (appendix F) concerning adjudica-
tion of DAP claims and accumulation of data necessary for submis-
sion of a report to COMNAVMEDCOM, ©per paragraph 2-2c(3)(q).
concerning adequacy of interment allowances.

(b) The Department of the Army with a biennial report
(Symbol DD-M(AR)894) concerning the Navy's recommendation on the
adequacy of interment allowances (DOD Directive 1344.8 of 25 Sep
1978 (NOTAL) refers).

(9) Coordinating with commanding officers 1in the estab-
lishment, disestablishment, or consolidation of overseas Navy mor-
tuaries as reguired.

(10) Representing the Navy in the development of uniform
annual contracts for the procurement of mortuary services.

(11) Supervision of DAP functions performed in naval med-
ical facilities.

(12) Training in decedent affairs procedures.
(13) Evaluation of the effectiveness of the DAP.

(14) Development of and approval of changes in mortuary
equipment and supplies.

(15) Serving as the Navy representative on the Armed Ser-
vices Graves Registration Office (ASGRO). Aiding the Chief, ASGRO
in resolution of problem situations and maintenance of appropriate
records of missing and deceased personnel.

(16) Maintenance and disposition of records received by
message, letter, and telephone concerning deceased Navy, Marine
Corps, and other personnel entitled to DAP benefits. These records
document the care, transportation, cost, disposition instructions,
and special requests of the PNOK and other interested parties.

b. The Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC). In conjunction
with the Commander, Naval Medical Command, the CMC is responsible
for:

(1) Formulation and promulgation of directives on poli-
cies, standards. and procedures involving Marine Corps personnel.
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(2) Coordination of arrangements with other agencies of the
Government on matters involving Marine Corps personnel.

(3) Supervision, through designated commanders, of the DAP
functions performed in Marine Corps activities.

(4) Contributing information for consideration in the eval-
uation of the current-death phase of the DAP.

(5) Administration of the Marine Corps Casualty Assistance
Calls Program (CACP). encompassing, casualty reporting, casualty
notification, and administration of the program that provides for

travel of Marine Corps family members to burial sites (paragraph
16-6b).

¢. Coordination

(1) Chief of Naval Operations. CNO has concurred in the
delegation of responsibility for continued coordination in accom-
plishment of functions concerning one-time contracts; at sea dispo-
sition of eligible decedents, using naval vessels or naval air-
craft; and necessary arrangements through the CAC/FHS program for
personal notifications (paragraph 1-3e refers).

(2) Commander, Naval Military Personnel Command. The COM
NAVMILPERSCOM has responsibility for administration of the Navy
Casualty Assistance Calls Program (CACP) as published in NAVMILPERS
COMINST 1770.1. That program encompasses casualty reporting, casu-
alty notification, and administration of the program that provides
for travel of Navy family members to burial sites.

(3) Offices of Medical Affairs/Naval Hospitals with OMA
Responsibilities. The appropriate OMA/NH delineated in appendix F
is responsible for administration and coordination of DAP functions
within its respective area of responsibility. However, when a
death occurs at or within 40 miles of a naval medical treatment
facility, or at a Marine Corps activity normally commanded by a
general officer and at which an annual care of deceased contract
is not in effect, that activity has the responsibility for coordi-
nation and awarding a one-time contract for preparation of the
remains. The appropriate OMA/NH delineated in appendix F retains
responsibility for actual administration and other functions. In
connection with program responsibilities in this instruction, each
OMA/NH listed in appendix F is responsible for:

(a) Formulation and promulgation of necessary direc-
tives.
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(b) Coordination of arrangements with other agencies of
the Government and c¢ivil authorities.

(c) Liaison with the mortuary profession and industry.

(d) Administration of the procurement of annual con-
tracts for care of deceased personnel (see paragraph 5-2a).

(e) Initiation and supervision of special operations
necessary to recover and identify remains (see chapter 4).

(f) Determination of responsibility for  necessary
actions relative to DAP matters.

(g) Arrangements for the performance of appropriate
decedent affairs functions when remains are not in the custody of
a naval activity with an annual contract for care of deceased
personnel.

(h) Providing aid to other activities in performance
of assigned duties.

(i) Providing requested aid to other OMAs/NHs.

(j) Assuring that actions taken are in conformity with
legal requirements of the State or local jurisdiction.

(k) Development of emergency plans for use in event of
a disaster.

(1) Adjudication and payment of certain DAP expenses.
This includes only:

1. Primary expenses when a one-time contract is
used. (See paragraph 2-2d(2)(l) concerning adjudication of primary
expenses incurred through use of annual contracts.)

2. Secondary (burial) allowances when 1interment
is made within the geographical area of responsibility of the
OMA/NH.

3. Memorial allowance claims of PNOKs residing
within the geographical area of responsibility of the OMA/NH.

4. Necessary transportation expenses for remains.

(m) Inspections and investigations as required.
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(n) DAP coordination with other nonnaval medical com-
mand activities within the activity's geographical area of respon-
sibility.

(o) Reviewing reports addressed to COMNAVMEDCOM or CMC
to evaluate the program and provide proper program supervision.

(p) Coordination of at sea dispositions (chapter 8
refers).

(q) Compiling data, preparing, and submitting MED
5360--10, Interment Allowance Review Data, to COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-
332). COMNAVMEDCOM requires this report by 30 October each year.

1. Compile data from funeral bills that are volun-
tarily attached to the DD 1375, Request for Payment of Funeral
and/or Interment Expenses, submitted by persons who have directed
disposition of remains.

2. Prepare a letter report in the format of appen-
dix V citing as many funeral bills as have been voluntarily submit-
ted during the preceding year. Complete each applicable column of
appendix V for bills received that show a separate cost for the
items listed.

3. Negative reports are required.

d. Naval Activities With Annual Care of the Dead Contracts

(1) Activities Included. Included in this category are
naval medical facilities, all other naval activities with annual
contracts for care of deceased personnel, and activities authorized
by COMNAVMEDCOM, through OMAs/NHs, to use annual contracts of the
Army or Air Force.

(2) Specific Responsibilities

(a) Procurement of annual contracts for care of
deceased personnel. Obtain per existing procurement instructions,
provided the anticipated workload (based on past experience and
knowledge of future operations) justifies the time and expense of
contracting.

(b) Appointment of a decedent affairs officer (DAO).
The DAO is usually a member of the Medical Service Corps or, at
those facilities using an enlisted member as the patient admini-
stration officer, the leading chief petty officer. The assignment
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is collateral duty at smaller activities; however if there 1is a
need, the assignment may be as primary duty. 1In either situation,
the appointment must be made by letter, a copy of which must be
provided to COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332) and Kkept up-to-date as
changes occur. At activities that have an appointed DAO, the DAO
is personally responsible for:

1. 1Initial notification to the Commander, Naval
Military Personnel Command (COMNAVMILPERSCOM) or Commandant of the
Marine Corps (CMC) of death of individuals under the cognizance of
the DAO's command. The headquarters command is thus in a position
to appoint casualty assistance calls officers (CACO) to effect the
earliest possible PNOK and SNOK notification.

2. Notifications to the CACO for the PNOK of
changes in the scheduled transportation of remains. The CACO is
the only individual authorized to interact with the PNOK on trans-
portation matters (paragraph 9-2b(l) refers).

3. Inspection of all remains processed under the
DAO's cognizance. The DAO will personally accomplish this function
without redelegation. Delegating subordinates to accomplish this
function has resulted in less than optimal results. When morti-
cians are assigned to the staff, their technical assistance may be
used by the DAO in assessing the contract mortician's successful
accomplishment of the requirements of this function. DD 2062 and

DD 2063 contain a checklist of inspection items. Forward a leg-
ible, signed copy to COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332) as soon as practical
after completion of an inspection. This enables headquarters to

adequately monitor and identify inspection discrepancies and
contract mortuary service problems, and to initiate changes when
required.

(c) Search for, recovery, and identification of
remains.

(d) COMNAVMEDCOM notification of death when required
as a decedent affairs matter.

(e) Collection and temporary retention of ©personal
effects to collaborate in scientific identification of remains.

(f) Preparation and casketing remains.
(g) Cremation.

(h) Transportation of remains.

217
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(1) In coordination with the appropriate Pay/Personnel
Administrative Support System (PASS) office or responsible Marine
Corps unit, arrangements for and instruction of escorts.
(j) Provision of U.S. flag(s).

(k) Interment.

(1) Adjudication of decedent affairs expense claims for
services rendered in connection with the annual contract for care
of deceased personnel.

e. All Other Naval Commands

(1) General. The commanding officers of all other naval
activities are expected to take. such action as is appropriate for
the preservation of remains, pending receipt of instructions from
the appropriate OMA/NH delineated in appendix F.

(2) Decedent Affairs Officer. The commanding officer (CO)
will appoint a DAO per paragraph 2-2d4(2)(b) to be personally
responsible for functions listed in paragraphs 2-2d(2)(b)l through
3. An additional function of the DAO is to ensure proper prepara-
tion, casketing, and disposition of remains in areas not provided
care under a contract. This involves negotiation of a one-time
contract (paragraph 5-3 refers) for embalming, dressing, casket
(must be 18 gauge Silvertone metal sealer, paragraph 6-9 refers),
shipping container, and transportation of remains.

(3) Specific Responsibilities. Items (a) through (g) may
be accomplished without further specific approval of higher author-
ity. However in each instance, items (h) through (m) require high-
er authority approval, normally the OMA/NH servicing the respective
geographical area.

(a) Search for, recovery. and identification of
remains.

(b) Temporary preservation and protection of remains
pending receipt of disposition instructions from the OMA/NH or the
activity designated by the OMA/NH if no contract facility is avail-
able.

(c) COMNAVMEDCOM notification of death when required
as a decedent affairs matter.
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(d) PNOK/SNOK notification of death when required as a
decedent affairs matter. Accomplish this function through noti-
fication to COMNAVMILPERSCOM or CMC for each death in the DAO's
command. The headquarters command provides for the appointment of

a CACO to accomplish the actual notification (paragraph 2-2d(2)(b)l
refers).

(e) Collection and temporary retention of personal
effects necessary for proper identification of remains.

(f) Transfer of remains to an Armed Forces contract
funeral director, if practicable.

(g) Maintenance of an adequate supply of mortuary
supplies and materials, as appropriate.

(h) Preparation, casketing, and providing clothing as
required.

(i) Cremation.

(j) Transportation of remains.

(k) In coordination with the appropriate PASS office
or responsible Marine Corps unit, arrangements for and instruction
of escorts.

(1) Provision of U.S. flag(s).

(m) Interment.

f. Commanders of Naval Components of Unified Commands

(1) General. Commanders of each naval component of a
unified command are responsible, through subordinate commanders,
for the administration and coordination of DAP functions within
the prescribed geographical area. Normally, the staff medical
officer is assigned these responsibilities.

(2) Specific Responsibilities

(a) Formulation and promulgation of necessary direc-
tives.

(b) Coordination and arrangements with representa-
tives of U.S. and foreign governments.
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(c) Liaison with the mortuary profession and industry.

(d) Liaison with Armed Forces mortuaries 1in overseas
locations.

(e) Administering the procurement of annual contracts
or one-time contracts for care of deceased personnel.

(f) Initiation and supervision of special operations
necessary to recover and identify remains.

(g) Determination of responsibility for  necessary
actions relative to DAP matters.

(h) Helping activities 1in performance of assigned
functions.

(i) Helping authorities from other major commands.

(j) Assuring that actions taken are in conformity with
laws of the area or local jurisdiction and follow Status of Forces
Agreements (SOFA) in overseas areas.

(k) Development of emergency plans for use in event of
a disaster.

(1) Supervising payment of decedent affairs expenses
including secondary allowances when authorized.

(m) Inspections and investigations as required.

2-3. Services and Supplies. This paragraph identifies authorized
services and supplies and the categories of individuals for whom
these may be furnished at the expense of the Government or on a
reimbursable basis. The responsibility for determinations of
eligibility and entitlement to services and supplies rests with
the command exercising initial jurisdiction. Questions on eligi-
bility or entitlement should be referred to the supervising or
coordinating command delineated in paragraphs 2-2c through 2-2f.

a. Authorized Services and.Supplies. The following are items
and procedures considered most generally required and are autho-
rized in providing proper care and handling of the remains of
deceased members eligible for DAP benefits. Other unlisted items
may also be authorized by the responsible naval authority, provided
an adequate, bona fide need exists. The appropriate OMA/NH delin-
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eated in appendix ¥ and, if necessary, COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332)
should be consulted concerning marginal or unusual situations.

(1) Search and Recovery. Reasonable costs of search for,
recovery and identification of remains are authorized. Search
operations, unusual in scope or cost, should not be initiated with-
out prior approval of COMNAVMEDCOM. (Rewards of $25 or $50 may be
offered and paid for recovery of remains, or for information lead-
ing to recovery, per NAVCOMPT Manual 046380.2.)

(2) Identification of Remains. Policy, procedures, and
documentation required are detailed in chapter 4.

(3) Notifications. Telegram, telephone, and other commu-
nication costs are normally chargeable to other Navy and Marine
Corps funds. However, when charges cannot be made to such other
funds and communication is required as a decedent affairs matter,
a charge may be made against the decedent affairs allotment.

(4) Processing. Primary care (processing) of remains is
authorized. This 1includes embalming and other preservative meas-
ures, restorative work, derma surgery, cosmetic work, dressing or
wrapping, casketing, and other related items.

(5) Clothing

(a) Uniformed Members of Navy or Marine Corps. Cur -
rently prescribed articles of uniform and underclothing, including
cap and shoes if requested or required; ribbons (and medals if
requested by PNOK and readily available); and insignia required to
properly dress the remains may be purchased, provided such items
are not available in the personal effects of the deceased or are
not in a suitable condition (paragraph 6-7 refers). Outer articles
of civilian clothing are authorized only when the PNOK (or other
person designated to direct disposition) specifically requests
civilian attire (paragraph 6-7a(2) refers). Cleaning, pressing,
and tailoring are authorized as necessary.

(b) Uniformed Members of the Army or Air Force. Obtain
necessary clothing for deceased Army and Air Force personnel from
the nearest Army or Air Force installation or through local pur-
chase when authorized by those services.

(c) Civilians. Articles of <civilian clothing, shoes
included if requested or required, to properly dress remains of
eligible civilians may be purchased, provided such articles are
not available in the personal effects of the deceased, or if avail-
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able, are not in a suitable condition. Necessary cleaning, press-
ing, and tailoring are authorized (paragraph 6-7a refers).

(6) Casket, Urn, and Allied Supplies. A casket, and when
necessary., an urn with outer container are authorized.

(7) Cremation. When requested by the PNOK defined in para-
graph 1-4c, cremation is authorized as prescribed in chapter 7.

(8) United States Flag(s)

(a) PNOK and Parent or Parents (SNOK). An interment
or memorial flag 1is authorized for presentation to PNOK of each
deceased military person eligible for DAP benefits except certain
categories of military prisoners (paragraph 2-3b(1l)(n) refers).
If the person designated to direct disposition is other than the
parent or parents of the deceased, a flag of equal size to that
provided the PNOK may also be presented to the parent or parents
(paragraph 5-5h refers).

(b) Draping Casket on Arrival at Common Carrier Ter-
minal at Destination. 1Issue a flag to the escort for use per para-
graph 10-7a(2)(c)4.

(9) Flag Case. A plastic flag case, without insignia, is
authorized for each interment or memorial flag issued (NSN 8345-
00--782-3010).

(10) Transportation

(a) Remains. Transportation of remains is authorized
by common carrier, funeral coach, other suitable closed vehicle
furnished by a funeral director, suitable Government vehicle, or
Government aircraft in the return of remains from overseas areas
to a U.S. POE: and use of commercial air for onward transportation
to final destination (chapter 9 refers). Transportation includes
movement of remains to place of processing, to crematorium, to
place of funeral service, and local cemetery or to other places as
designated by the PNOK or naval authority (see paragraph 9-3).

(b) Family Members. Transportation of family members
to and from burial sites of members who die while on active duty
for a period of 30 days or longer (and of all members being buried
in a group) is authorized under a program administered by CMC and
COMNAVMILPERSCOM. Paragraphs 16-6a and b contain provisions of
the program.
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2-3a(1ll) 2-3a(1l3)

(1l1) Escort. One escort, when authorized (paragraph 2-3b
and chapter 10 refers), will be provided for each remains, includ-
ing cremains. Transportation and prescribed allowances are autho-
rized to the place designated by the PNOK, or other person autho-
rized to direct disposition, and return as directed 1in orders.
Upon arrival at destination, escorts will determine whether the
person authorized to direct disposition desires the escort's
presence to attend the services. When given a negative response,
escorts will proceed as soon as possible to the place designated
in their orders.

(12) Interment. Services and supplies 1incident to fun-
eral and burial (paragraph 1-4f refers).

(a) PNOK Responsibility. Except when remains are
consigned directly to a Federal Government cemetery., or when the
Navy 1s responsible for interring remains per subparagraph (b).
funeral and interment arrangements and payment of all costs thereof
are the responsibility of the PNOK. The Navy provides an allowance
(paragraph 11-2) toward interment expenses.

(b) Navy Responsibility. When the Navy 1is responsi-
ble for 1interring remains of specifically unclaimed or indigent
persons dying in naval medical facilities or on a naval reserva-
tion, authorized services and supplies are limited to those items
necessary for decent burial. A single grave site may be purchased
for an indigent or unclaimed person not eligibile for burial in a
national cemetery; (or 1if eligible, when a national cemetery 1is
not within a reasonable distance); or when grave space 1is not
available in a naval cemetery or plot.

(13) Memorial Services. Paragraph 11-2c(2) specifies the
allowance authorized when services and supplies are used incident
to memorial services when an official determination has been made
that the status of a member is dead, body not recovered. The PNOK
is responsible for making arrangements for such memorial services
and filing for payment or reimbursement. For nonrecovered remains
of deceased naval members, reimbursement may be made, to the limits
specified in paragraph 11-2c(2), for the following: use of chapel
or funeral establishment; clergy's fee or honorarium; limousine
transportation for the immediate family members to and from the
local place of the memorial service; flowers and flower car; death
notices; registers and announcements of the memorial services; a
single memorial plot in a civilian cemetery; organist or vocalist
fee; purchase and installation of memorial plaque; memorial flag:
and installation of memorial marker. Casket, casket receptacle,
funeral coach, food, and 1lodging are not authorized reimbursable
items.
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b. Eliqgibility and Extent of Benefits. The following table

summarizes legally authorized services and supplies by category of
eligible decedent.
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Chapter 3 - Notification of Death

3-1. General. This chapter outlines reporting procedures incident
to the submission of initial death messages and followup communica-
tions. The importance of keeping the PNOK and SNOK appropriately
informed cannot be overemphasized. Timely submission of this infor-
mation, particularly when death occurs in overseas areas, enhances
the successful conclusion of each instance of death.

3-2. lnitial Report of Death

a. Uniformed Services Members. Submit 1initial reports of
death of military members of the Department of Defense (including
retired members of the Navy., Naval Reserve, the Fleet Reserve,
etc.), and uniformed members of the Coast Guard, Public Health
Service, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
per instructions in MILPERSMAN and MARCORCASPROC Manual. In addi-
tion to all other appropriate information addressees in the chain
of command, ensure that copies of all messages are provided to the
geographic naval medical commands of the member's duty station and
of the area wherein the casualty occurs (see appendix W). Include
the member's full name, grade or rate, social security number, and
the full name, grade or rate, social security number, and status
(e.g., deceased, seriously injured, not injured, etc.) of others
directly involved in an incident resulting in multiple casualties.

b. Civilian Employees. When traveling under orders within
the 48 contiguous United States, on temporary additional duty out-
side the 48 contigqguous United States, or away from the employing
activity, report:

(1) Department of the Navy civilian employees following
Civilian Manpower Management lnstruction (CMMI) 790.6.

(2) Military Sealift Command civilian personnel following
COMSC Instruction 5100.17 (NOTAL).

(3) DOD civilians, when Navy is host and supporting activ-
ity, following CMMI 790.6.

c¢. Dependents. Make an initial report of death when required
by the provisions of this chapter for:

(1) Dependents of active duty members.
(2) Dependents of civilian employees.

(3) Dependents of DOD civilian employees serving 1in an
overseas area.
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d. Others. Report other individuals, whose deaths occur on
naval reservations or aboard naval ships, per paragraphs 3-3
through 3-5. Report deaths occurring off naval installations when
any benefits are furnished. Exempted from the "others" category
are indigenous individuals whose deaths occur in trust territories.

3-3. Decedent Affairs Death Reports

a. Transmit decedent affairs death reports (MED 5360-11 MIN:
CONSIDERED) required by paragraphs 3-2b, ¢, and d, by priority pre-
cedence message to COMNAVMEDCOM WASHINGTON DC using the format in

paragraph ¢ below. Complete all items to ensure expeditious han-
dling of remains to destination.

b. Report, by priority message, subsequent status of remains
reports, transportation schedule, or local funeral arrangements.

C. Format
(1) Full name of deceased.

(2) Status - Include basis of eligibility for benefits;
name, grade or rate, social security number, and designator of
military sponsor; or, if civil service status 1is involved, the
employing agency and name, dgrade, and social security number of
sponsor. In reimbursable situations, report arrangements made to
effect reimbursement, the amounts collected, and items for which
collection is applicable (pars. 2-3b(7)(a) through (f) refer).

(3) Cause of death (indicate the “apparent" cause if
actual cause is unknown).

(4) Date and place of birth, sex, and race.

(5) Date and place of death.

(6) Location of remains and who has custody.

(7) Disposition of remains, including desires of PNOK, if
known: date of planned transfer to another military activity or
funeral home, if appropriate.

(8) PNOK's full name, relationship, address, and itinerary,
if appropriate. If returning from overseas, include U.S. address;
if not returning, PNOK's appointed representative in U.S.

(9) Whether PNOK and SNOK have been notified of death and,.

if negative, reason why notifications have not been made.

3-2
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(10) Full name, grade or rate, social security number, and
status (deceased, 1injured, not injured, etc.) of all others
involved in the same multiple casualty incident.

(11) Additional details considered appropriate including
aid the reporting activity desires from COMNAVMEDCOM, COMNAVMILPERS
CcoM, CMC, or U.S. POE.

d. Information Addressees

(1) COMNAVMILPERSCOM for death of dependents of Navy mem-
bers in an active duty status.

(2) Navy Finance Center (NAVFINCEN), Cleveland, OH for
deaths of retirees and dependents of Navy members in an active duty
or inactive duty status.

(3) CMC for deaths occurring at Marine Corps activities,

or deaths of dependents of Marine Corps personnel in an active duty
status.

(4) Navy area commander (outside the 50 United States) in
whose region death occurred, and the Navy area commander (outside
the 50 United States) in which the PNOK resides, if known and dif-
ferent from the area in which death occurred.

(5) For overseas deaths, U.S. POE and OMA/NH f{or the geo-
graphical area in which U.S. POE is located.

(6) Naval Civilian Personnel Command, NCPC 09C: Chief of
Naval Operations (OP-45); and CMC, as appropriate for deaths of
Navy and Marine Corps civilian employees or their dependents.

(7) COMSC and NCPC 09C for deaths of MSC civilian employ-
ees, or deaths of any persons onboard MSC vessels.

(8) Cognizant area or subarea commander for death of an
MSC civilian employee or any person onboard MSC vessels.

(9) The geographic naval medical command (appendix W) of
the area wherein the deceased died and any military activity which
may be required to furnish additional information, take separate
action to complete the report, or take separate action in the
further disposition of remains (see par. 9-1b).

(10) Naval ©Safety Center, Norfolk, VA, for accidental
deaths.
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(11) Office of the Secretary of Defense and NCPC 09C for
death of a DOD civilian employee wherein Navy is host and support-
ing activity.

(12) Other commands and U.S. Government agencies as
required (paragraphs 3-4 and 3-5 refer).

(13) Commanding Officer, Naval Medical Data Services Cen-
ter, Bethesda, MD, for deaths occurring in naval medical treatment
facilities (to include persons dead on arrival (DOA)).

3-4. Report of Death to Other U.S. Government Agencies

a. General. Reports in this section (MED 5360-11 MIN:CON-
SIDERED) are required in addition to the report to COMNAVMEDCOM.

b. U.S. Merchant Seamen. If death occurs in the U.S. or U.S.
territories, or on ships under contract to the Military Sealift
Command (MSC), request instructions from the contractor with copy
to MSC headquarters. 1{f death occurs outside the U.S., report to
the nearest State Department representative. If death occurs
onboard a naval vessel, request disposition instructions and noti-
fication instructions in the message report to COMNAVMEDCOM WASH-
INGTON DC.

c. Civilian Employees of Other U.S. Government Agencies. Make
a report to the agency concerned.

d. Other Civilians Outside the 50 United States. This cate-
gory includes retirees and veterans. Make a report to the nearest
State Department representative. (Requests for transportation of
remains in this category via MAC must be submitted through State
Department channels (OPNAVINST 4630.25B (NOTAL) refers)).

3-5. Report of Death on Foreign Nationals

a. Training With Naval Service. OPNAVINST 4950.1H (NOTAL)
refers.

b. Others. Under report symbol OPNAV 4950-3, make a report
to the naval attache or other appropriate representative of the
decedent's country.

3-6. Notification to Primary and Secondary Next of Kin

a. Active Duty Members. COMNAVMILPERSCOM and MARCORPS direc-
tives provide instructions for notification to the PNOK and SNOK of
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active duty members of the Armed Forces, the Coast Guard, uniformed
members of the Public Health Service, and commissioned members of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). They
also outline the release of information to news media. (See chap-
ter 9, paragraph 9-2 concerning the release of information to the
PNOK on shipment of remains.)

b. Civilian Employees: Agency Other Than Navy. If the PNOK
is in the vicinity at the time of death, appropriate notification
may be made. Otherwise, the death report required by paragraph
3-4c will request that the PNOK be notified and asked to provide
disposition instructions.

c. Foreign Nationals. OPNAVINST 4950.1H (NOTAL) <contains
notification instructions for deceased Security Assistance Train-
ing Program (SATP) and Foreign Military Sales (FMS) personnel.
Notification for other foreign nationals at a naval activity, when
appropriate and if the PNOK is in the vicinity, will be made only
by the naval activity. The notification to the foreign country of
the decedent should state whether the PNOK has been notified.

d. Prisoners of War or Interned Enemy Aliens. Instructions
will be issued by COMNAVMEDCOM or CMC as appropriate.

e. Others. Other categories of beneficiaries are eligible
for some or all decedent affairs benefits. When eligible, notifi-
cations of death are considered a decedent affairs function for:

(1) Deaths Outside the 50 United States. For <civilian
employees of the Military Sealift Command (MSC), notification will
be made by the cognizant MSC administrative commander. In other

instances, if the PNOK is in the area, notification is the respon-
sibility of the commanding officer of the naval activity where
death occurred. Otherwise, COMNAVMEDCOM or CMC will make notifi-
cation upon being informed that 1local notification could not be
accomplished.

(2) Deaths Within the 50 United States

(a) Civilian Employees of MSC. Notification will be
made by the cognizant area (or subarea) commander of the MSC or,
upon the area commander's request, by any naval activity.

(b) All Others. If the address of the PNOK is known,
notification is the responsibility of the commanding officer of
the activity where death occurred. If PNOK's address is unknown,
the commanding officer should request the parent activity to mnake
notification.
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3-7. Method of Notification

a. General. When an individual enumerated in paragraphs 3-8a
through 3-8f dies while hospitalized in a naval medical facility
or other Government hospital and the PNOK has been provided
progress reports on the patient's condition and prognosis, the
hospital's CO is responsible for notification of the PNOK. Such
notification may be made by telegram, telephone, or other expedi-
tious means, or the CO may take action specified in paragraphs
3-7b and 3-7c¢ and accomplish personal notification. Confirm per-
sonal notification by telegraphic message or by delivery of the
telegraphic message in person (paragraph 3-8 refers). Delivery of
the written material should preclude misunderstanding of the sub-
stance of any oral notification.

b. Civilian Emplovees. The following is also applicable to
DOD civilians when the Navy is host and supporting activity.

(1) Traveling Under Orders Within the 50 United States or
on Temporary Additional Duty Away From Employing Activity. Except
as provided in paragraph 3-7a, when the PNOK resides in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the employing activity, the commanding officer of
the employing activity will request the CAC/FHS program coordinator
(appendix R) of the area in which the PNOK resides to appoint a
uniformed representative to effect personal notification. Unless
requested by COMNAVMEDCOM or by the Naval Civilian Personnel Com-
mand (NCPC 09C), further action by the uniformed representative 1is
not required. NCPC 09C will either direct a civilian representa-
tive or request the commanding officer of the nearest appropriate
naval activity in the vicinity of the PNOK's residence to provide
additional help.

(2) Serving Outside the 50 United States. If the PNOK
resides in the area of death, action will be taken by the employing
activity per paragraph 3-7b(l) or, if applicable, by the commanding
officer of the hospital per paragraph 3-7a. When the PNOK resides
in the U.S. or away from the place of employment, COMNAVMEDCOM is
responsible for action relative to notification and will arrange,
through the appropriate CAC/FHS program coordinator, for appoint-
ment of a responsible uniformed representative to accomplish per-
sonal notification. COMNAVMEDCOM will confirm the notification by
telegram to the PNOK. The Naval Civilian Personnel Command, NCPC
09C will then arrange for additional aid to the PNOK as provided
in paragraph 3-7b(l).
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C. Dependents

(1) Deaths Within the 50 United States. When feasible,
make personal notification to the PNOK when sponsor is stationed
within the 50 United States (par. 3-7a refers). The commanding
officer of the activity where death occurs will notify the spon-
sor's commanding officer or, if unknown, the appropriate CAC/FHS
program coordinator of the area in which the sponsor is stationed.
The activity receiving the request for notification is responsible
for assuring that a representative is appointed to make notifica-
tion. The commanding officer of the activity where death occurs
will be advised when such notification has been accomplished in
order that a confirming message may be released. Request that COM
NAVMEDCOM take notification action when the PNOK resides or 1is
deployed outside the 50 United States.

(2) Deaths Outside the 50 United States. If the PNOK
resides in the area of death, the commanding officer of the activ-
ity where death occurred will take action to accomplish notifica-
tion. Request that COMNAVMEDCOM take notification action when the
PNOK resides in the 50 United States or outside the area of death.

d. Telegrams

(1) Filing. Where the 1initial notification 1is made by
telegram, and wherein the handling of a telegram on a military
circuit with a commercial refile would result in a delay in deliv-
ery. the message may be filed directly with the commercial communi-
cation facility (paragraph 5-5a refers).

(2) Information Addressees. Information copies will be
passed expeditiously and not by mail. Assure that information
addressees do not appear on any messages delivered to the PNOK or
SNOK.

3-8. Telegram Format. Sample formats below are guides only and
can be appropriately modified in carrying out the notification
responsibilities assigned in paragraph 3-6. Pay special attention
to wording to ensure that statements are appropriate 1in each
instance, and that the PNOK or SNOK is not offered any benefits
for which eligibility does not exist.

a. Other Military Personnel Eligible for Decedent Affairs
Program Benefits. The formats of messages for use in notifying the
PNOK and SNOK of active duty personnel, as set forth in MILPERSMAN
and MARCORCASPROC Manual, will be used in notifying the PNOK and
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SNOK of deceased persons within the categories enumerated in para-
graphs 2-3b(l)(e), (1), (1), and (m).

b. Navy Employees (and DOD Civilian Employees - When Navy is
Host and Supporting Activity). Use one of the following formats
for deceased individuals who were traveling on official business,
or on authorized travel to or from employment outside the country,
territory. or possession of their home.

(1) Format 1. This sample format may be used when the
PNOK, because of distance or other factors, is not in a convenient
position to make preparation arrangements, and it can be assumed
that the PNOK desires the Government to arrange for preparation and
transportation of remains. This sample format is not all inclusive
and may be modified as appropriate.

1 DEEPLY REGRET TO CONFIRM THE DEATH OF YOUR (relationship
and name) FROM (cause) AT (place) ON (date). YOU WILL RECEIVE
DETAILS BY LETTER. I WISH TO ASSURE YOU OF EVERY POSSIBLE ASSIST--
ANCE TOGETHER WITH MY SINCERE SYMPATHY IN YOUR GREAT LOSS. REMAINS
WILL BE PREPARED AND CASKETED AT NO COST TO YOU AND TRANSPORTED TO
THE PLACE YOU DESIGNATE. NAVY WILL DEFRAY EXPENSES OF TRANSPORTA-
TION NOT 1IN EXCESS OF COST OF TRANSPORTATION TO (his or her) HOME
OR OFFICIAL STATION, WHICHEVER 1S GREATER. PLEASE WIRE COLLECT
(command responsible for preparation and casketing) NAME OF FUNERAL
ESTABLISHMENT TO WHICH REMAINS ARE TO BE CONSIGNED. IF I CAN AID
YOU 1IN ANY WAY OR IF YOU HAVE ANY SPECIAL REQUESTS, YOU MAY GET IN
TOUCH WITH ME IMMEDIATELY BY COLLECT TELEPHONE CALL (number and
extension) OR WIRE AT (location).

(2) Format 2. This sample format may be modified for use
where the PNOK resides in or near the 1locality of death and where
it may be assumed that the PNOK may be making (or may be in a con-
venient position to make) preparation arrangements.

IT WAS WITH DEEP REGRET THAT I LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF YOUR
(relationship and name) FROM (cause) AT (place) ON (date). 1 WISH
TO ASSURE YOU OF EVERY POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TOGETHER WITH MY SINCERE
SYMPATHY IN YOUR GREAT LOSS. I¥ YOU DESIRE, THE REMAINS WILL BE
PREPARED AND CASKETED AT NO COST TO YOU. NAVY ALSO WILL DEFRAY
TRANSPORTATION COSTS NOT IN EXCESS OF COST OF TRANSPORTATION TO
(his or her) HOME OR OFFICIAL STATION, WHICHEVER IS GREATER. IF
YOU PREFER TO MAKE YOUR OWN ARRANGEMENTS, YOU WILL BE ALLOWED THE
AMOUNT THESE SERVICES WOULD HAVE COST THE GOVERNMENT. PLEASE
ADVISE (command responsible for preparation and casketing) WHETHER
OR NOT YOU DESIRE TO ACCEPT NAVY SERVICES AND, IF LOCAL BURIAL IS
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NOT PLANNED, DESIGNATE FUNERAL ESTABLISHMENT TO WHICH REMAINS ARE
TO BE CONSIGNED. IF I CAN AID YOU IN ANY WAY, OR IF YOU HAVE ANY
SPECIAL REQUESTS, YOU MAY GET IN TOUCH WITH ME IMMEDIATELY BY
COLLECT TELEPHONE CALL (number and extension) OR WIRE AT
(location).

c. Navy Civilian Employees Who are Citizens of the United
States, or of a Territory, or of a Possession. If the deceased
was traveling on official business within the country, territory,
or possession of his or her home but was away from the official
station, this message format is suggested.

I DEEPLY REGRET HAVING TO CONFIRM THE DEATH OF YOUR
(relationship and name) FROM (cause) AT (place) ON (date). YOU
WILL RECEIVE DETAILS BY LETTER. I WISH TO ASSURE YOU OF EVERY
POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TOGETHER WITH MY SINCERE SYMPATHY IN YOUR
GREAT LOSS. YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CALL YOUR SELECTED LOCAL
FUNERAL HOME AND HAVE THEM CALL A FUNERAL HOME IN (place of death)
TO ARRANGE TRANSPORTATION OF (his or her) REMAINS TO PLACE OF
BURIAL. THE NAVY WILL REIMBURSE YOU AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED TWO
HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS TOWARD COSTS OF PREPARATION AND ENCASEMENT OF
(his or her) REMAINS AND MAY DEFRAY TRANSPORTATION EXPENSES NOT IN
EXCESS OF COST OF TRANSPORTATION TO (his or her) HOME OR OFFICIAL
STATION, WHICHEVER IS GREATER. PLEASE NOTIFY COMMANDER, NAVAL
MEDICAL COMMAND, WASHINGTON, DC 20372-5120 OF FUNERAL ESTABLISHMENT
TO WHICH (his or her) REMAINS ARE TO BE CONSIGNED. IF I CAN AID
YOU IN ANY WAY, OR IF YOU HAVE ANY SPECIAL REQUESTS, YOU MAY GET
IN TOUCH WITH ME IMMEDIATELY BY COLLECT TELEPHONE CALL AT (number
and extension) OR WIRE AT (location).

d. Dependents. This sample format, with appropriate changes
as required, 1s suggested in the death of a dependent. When the
PNOK is not present and the death was the result of an accident in
which other members of the family were or could have been involved,
i.e., a fire in the home or an automobile accident, information
concerning their degree of injury and prognosis should be included
in the telegram to the PNOK.

1 DEEPLY REGRET HAVING TO CONFIRM THE DEATH OF YOUR (rela-
tionship and name) FROM (cause) AT (place) ON (date). I WISH TO
ASSURE YOU OF EVERY POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TOGETHER WITH MY SINCERE
SYMPATHY IN YOUR GREAT LOSS. NAVY CAN ARRANGE FOR AND DEFRAY
EXPENSES OF TRANSPORTATION 'TO DESTINATION YOU SELECT BUT THERE IS
NO AUTHORITY TO DEFRAY COST OF PREPARATION AND CASKETING (his or
her) REMAINS. PLEASE INFORM ME BY COLLECT TELEGRAM OF THE NAME
AND ADDRESS OF THE FUNERAL ESTABLISHMENT WHICH YOU DESIGNATE (his
or her) REMAINS BE RELEASED FOR PREPARATION. IF INTERMENT 1S TO
BE IN ANOTHER LOCALITY, ALSO INCLUDE IN YOUR TELEGRAM THE NAME AND
ADDRESS OF FUNERAL DIRECTOR TO WHOM YOU DESIGNATE REMAINS BE CON-
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SIGNED. IF YOU MAKE YOUR OWN ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRANSPORTATION, YOU
MAY BE REIMBURSED AN AMOUNT NOT 71O EXCEED WHAT THE NAVY ARRANGE-
MENTS FOR TRANSPORTATION WOULD HAVE COST. YOU MAY GET IN TOUCH
WITH ME BY COLLECT TELEPHONE CALL AT (number and extension) OR
WIRE AT (location) 1F YOU WISH ME TO AID IN ANY WAY.

e. Veterans Administration Beneficiaries (VAB). When con-
sistent with local arrangements between the commanding officer of

a naval MIF and a VA regional office, this format is suggested for
VABs who die in naval MTFs.

1 DEEPLY REGRET HAVING TO INFORM YOU OF THE DEATH OF YOUR
(relationship and name). PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCERE SYMPATHY 1IN
YOUR GREAT LOSS. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WILL BE PROVIDED TO YOU
BY THE REGIONAL MANAGER, VETERANS ADMINISTRATION (place) WITH WHOM
ALL ARRANGEMENTS FOR DISPOSITION OF REMAINS SHOULD BE MADE.

f. Retired, Inactive, Reqular or Reserve (Navy or Marine

Corps) Members. Except for transportation of certain retired mem-
bers (par. 2-3b(l)(m) refers). such members are not eligible for
DAP benefits. When death occurs in a naval medical facility, use

the formats of messages set forth in MILPERSMAN and MARCORCAS PROC

Manual, with necessary modifications, for notification of the PNOK
and SNOK.

3-9. Condolence Letter. Generally, where notifications are made
in conformance with the requirements of this chapter, the command-
ing officer making such notification should also forward a letter
of condolence to the PNOK. The letter, in addition to expressions
of condolence, should also contain details of death which the com-
manding officer deems appropriate. Do not include details which
are likely to aggravate or further distress the PNOK.

3-10. Autopsy

a. Other Than Active Duty Members

(1) Autopsy Desired. Incorporate the following 1in the
casualty notification message which requests disposition instruc-
tions from the PNOK of other than active duty members when an
autopsy is desired but not mandatory:

IN THE INTEREST OF MEDICAL SCIENCE AND TO CONFIRM MEDICAL
DIAGNOSIS, REQUEST THAT YOUR TELEGRAM INCLUDE WHETHER OR NOT
PERMISSION IS GRANTED TO ACCOMPLISH A POST MORTEM EXAMINATION.

(2) Autopsy Findings. Gross autopsy findings may be
released to the CACO for the PNOK upon receipt of a written request
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from the PNOK or the CACO. Time the release of the priority mess-
age to coincide with the release of remains for processing. Pro-
vide information copies to COMNAVMEDCOM, COMNAVMILPERSCOM, or CMC
as appropriate, and to the CAC/FHS program coordinator serving the
area from which the PNOK's CACO is appointed. In addition to gross
autopsy findings, the message may include the cause of death (if
not already furnished) and information concerning the possible time
of release of the final autopsy report.

b. Active Duty Members. NAVMED P-5065, Autopsy Manual, pro-
vides procedures and policies applicable to autopsies for active
duty members. Paragraph 3-10a(2) above 1is applicable to autopsy
findings on active duty members.




NAVMEDCOMINST 5360.1
Chapter 4 - Search, Recovery, and Identification

4-1. General

a. Within and Outside the 48 Contiquous United States. This
chapter discusses command functions relating to search, recovery,
and identification of remains. Normally, the need for these opera-
tions results from an incidence of violence, such as an aircraft
accident, fire, explosion, or natural disaster. The Manual of the
Judge Advocate General (JAGMAN) requires the convening of an admin-
istrative fact-finding body when incidents of this nature occur.
Responsibility 1s usually delegated to the naval activity at or
nearest the scene of disaster with necessary capabilities. In
establishing identification of remains, the physical conduct of
search and recovery operations is part of the fact-finding body's
functions, with technical aid furnished by appropriate medical
authorities. I1f a decedent affairs officer (DAO) is assigned at
the activity charged with investigative responsibilities, the
DAO's role should be limited to that of a coordinator maintaining
necessary liaison and to assuring that search and recovery opera-
tions, as they pertain to handling of remains, are conducted per
the general plan suggested in paragraph 4-5.

b. Outside the 48 Contiquous United States. In overseas
areas, commanding officers will ensure that two DD 565's, State-
ment of Recognition of Deceased, signed by different individuals;
medical and dental records; and Xx-rays accompany remains, prefer-
ably in the transfer case, to the overseas processing mortuary.
Attach a legible (waterproof) tag to each remains showing name,
grade or rate, and social security number of the deceased.

4-2. VUnusual ldentification Problems. Immediately advise, by the
methods shown below, the appropriate OMA/NH (appendix F) and COMNAV
MEDCOM WASHINGTON DC when identification problems are encountered
which cannot be resolved locally. When Marine Corps members are
or may be 1involved, 1include CMC WASHINGTON DC as information
addressee on all messages.

a. 1ln the 48 Contiquous United States. By telephone or pri-
ority message.

b. Outside the 48 Contiguous United States. By priority
message.

4-3., Coordination With Other Military Activities. Where appli-
cable, requests for aid may be made direct to other military
activities within the area.
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a. Within the 48 Contiquous United States. When technical
help 1is required, contact COMNAVMEDCOM by telephone. Commercial
working hours (202) 653-1345 and nonduty hours (202) 653-1327.
Autovon - working hours 294-1345 and nonduty hours 294-1327.

b. OQutside the 48 Contiguous United States. In overseas
areas, 1including Alaska and Hawaii, the activity responsible for
search, recovery, and identification should request such help from
the nearest Armed Forces mortuary. In most instances, personnel
qualified in search, recovery, and identification procedures are
available at these activities for emergency departure to the scene
to provide direct aid.

4-4., Other Services Deceased Personnel. In disasters such as
aircraft accidents, fires, explosions, etc., involving the deaths
of naval members and members of other services (Army, Air Force,
Coast Guard, etc.), notify COMNAVMEDCOM immediately by priority
nessage. This assures that immediate interdepartmental coordi-
nation is initiated leading, if appropriate, to the early dispatch
of necessary supplies, equipment, medical and dental records, and
technical personnel (see appendix B). The initial report to COMNAV
MEDCOM (MED 5360-13 (MIN:CONSIDERED) - Disaster 1Involving Other
Service Dead), with information copy to CMC if Marine Corps person-
nel are involved, should include:

a. Name, grade or rate, and social security number of all
personnel believed dead or missing.

b. Names of those personnel already positively identified and
method of identification.

¢. Names of those personnel tentatively 1identified and state
whether remains are anatomically intact.

d. Type and quantity of mortuary supplies, transfer cases,
chemicals, and other equipment required.

€. Whether technical help is desired.

4-5,. Recovery. Accomplish recovery of remains as quickly as
possible. The following general guidelines, relating to recovery

operations, should be coordinated with the administrative fact-
finding body (par. 4-1 refers).

a. Mapping and Tagging. Prior to movement of any remains at
the scene of a disaster, a map should be sketched showing the
general contours of the area, fixed landmarks (hills, trees, rocks,
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hedgerows, etc.) and 1f an aircraft accident, location of aircraft
sections. Remains found within the area should be shown on the
sketch by X mark and number. Use consecutive X numbers on the map
to identify 1location of each remains or portions thereof in rela-
tion to the overall scene. Tie waterproof tags, bearing the same
consecutive X numbers, to each intact remains or separated anatomi-

cal part. Use only waterproof, run resistant marking ink, grease
pencils, etc.

b. Disaster Scene. 1In addition to the guidelines provided in
4.-5a, initiate guidelines to maintain the integrity of each
disaster scene. Recovery personnel must not remove clothing, per-
sonal effects, equipment, or ID tags found on or in the pockets of
the deceased. All such items found near remains should be marked,
bagged, and wrapped together and then attached to the remains to
allow systematic examination by qualified personnel. No attempt
should be made or permitted to allow on-the-scene 1identification
or examination of personal effects. Keep curiosity seekers out of
the area during recovery operations. When the disaster site is in
an area under civil domain, military authorities should approach
the responsible civil agency with the stated desire to help rather
than intrude. In most instances, the c¢ivil agency will welcome
help on those terms. In any event, full compliance with applicable
civil laws and regulations is mandatory.

¢. Temporary Morque Facilities. Set up a temporary facility
as near to the disaster site as possible. A warehouse, hangar, or
other suitable enclosed secure structure with electricity, and 1if
possible, running water, should be selected. Nearby 1landing
facilities for helicopters should be considered, where feasible.

d. Security. Appropriate military law enforcement personnel
will establish and maintain the proper dignity and security of the
temporary morgue area. If the temporary facility 1is not 1located
on or near a military reservation, full cooperation and coordina-
tion will be sought from the appropriate civil law enforcement
agency to assure adequate security. Only those individuals having
assigned duties or official status should be permitted to enter
the temporary morgue area.

e. Special Equipment. Depending on the scope of the disas-
ter, several special items of equipment should be considered in
setting up the temporary morgque. For example, large refrigerator
vans, kept at a temperature of 36-40 degrees F, or 2.2 to 4.4 C,
have proven useful in preservation of remains recovered from a
crash site and have served as a holding area pending identifica-
tion processing at temporary morgues. Other items which should be
available are:
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(1) Support bar, litter (NSN 6530-00-660-0034), or similar
supports.

(2) Autopsy kits. with additional surgical knives, forceps,

etc.

(3) Dental examination equipment.

(4) Brushes - tooth, hand, and general scrubbing.

(5) Gloves, rubber - surgical and heavy duty electrical
type.

(6) Gowns, coveralls, masks, and rubber aprons.

(7) Scissors - surgical and heavy duty upholsterers type.

(8) Tags, waterproof with wire ties.

(9) Grease pencils.

(10) Fingerprint inking equipment.

(11) Gas masks or similar breathing devices.

(12) Stryker saw.

(13) Human remains pouches.
4-6. Control Officer. When large numbers of remains are involved,
designate a control officer prior to the start of identification
processing operations. The control officer should control and
maintain records on remains flowing from the temporary storage area
to the processing area and, after identification requirements are
satisfied, to the designated funeral director for preservation.

All medical and dental records and other administrative documents
should be under the sole control of this officer.

4-7. Identification Processing. Regardless of 1location., mode of
death, or number of persons involved, positive identification of
all remains 1is required. A minimum of two Statements of Recog-

nition of Deceased (DD 565) (appendix H), substantiated by dental
or fingerprint comparison (both on intact remains), will support
identification requirements. Forward these items inside transfer
cases with remains to POEs. The following steps are those most
generally useful in identification processing operations.
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a. Carefully remove all clothing, personal effects, equipment,
jewelry, etc. Replace 1identification tags, indicating X numbers.
with name tags subsequent to establishing identification. Affix
the name tag to the great toe of the right foot (when present).
Do not remove this tag during processing. Examine each item
closely to locate and record laundry, <c¢lothing, and equipment
markings. Describe in detail all identifying media, i.e., drivers

licenses, identification cards, credit cards, and other items found
in wallets or on the remains. Record this information on a DD 890,
Record of Identification Processing - Effects and Physical Data.

b. Examine remains, locate and record in detail on a DD 893
the location and description of scars, tattoos, birthmarks, and
other identifying markings.

c. Prepare a legible Dental Chart or DD 891, Record of 1lden-
tification Processing-Dental Chart, carefully detailing restora-
tions, missing, impacted, and malposed teeth, as well as soft and
hard tissue anomalies for comparison with SF 603, Dental Health
Record; antemortem Xx-rays; or with other naval or civilian dental
records. Attach a copy of the SF 603 and x-rays to the DD 891 and
mail to COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332) upon conclusion of identification
processing.

d. Record prints of all fingers on DD 894, Record of ldenti-
fication Processing-Fingerprint Chart, whenever possible. Local
authorities may help in obtaining and comparing legible finger-
prints. Coordinate with MEDCOM-332, at number listed in paragraph
4-3b, arrangements for submitting fingerprint charts to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, Washington, DC, for confirmation of iden-
tity.

e. Prepare a word picture description of each remains.
Include estimated or actual height, weight, age, and race (using
anthropometric techniques, if possible). Record other identifying
media such as hair color and style (crewcut, long., curly, balding,
etc.), general body stature, amputated (past or present) or par-
tially amputated body members, and other distinctive characteris-
tics. Record information on DD 892, Record of Identification
Processing-Skeletal Chart, or DD 893, Record of Identification
Processing-Anatomical Chart, as applicable, for comparison with the
deceased individual's health record.

4-8. Comparison Studies. Use the SF 88, Report of Medical Exami-
nation; SF 603, Dental Health Record; and antemortem XxX-rays.
obtained from the parent organization of all personnel known or
believed to be involved in a common disaster, to effect comparison
studies with the post-mortem identification records prepared on DD

4-5
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891, Record of Identification Processing-Dental Chart, for each
remains. Thoroughly search the medical file to locate all possi-
ble identification data.

a. When the medical file reveals that an 1individual has a
history of a bone fracture or other bone anomalies, x-ray the area
to confirm or deny the established medical data, if significant.

b. When an SF 603, Dental Health Record, and antemortem X-rays
reveal that an individual has a record of missing, impacted, or
malposed teeth, or other dental anomalies which may have signifi-
cant bearing on identification, x-ray the area in question to con-
firm or deny the established dental data.

¢. Duplicate panographic dental radiographs are maintained
for all servicemembers by the Defense Medical System Support Center
(DMSSC) in Monterey. CA. Procedures for retrieving radiographs may
be obtained from COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-06), by calling Autovon 294-
1250 or commercial (202) 653-1250.

4-9, Conclusions. Establish final conclusions only after a thor-
ough study of all evidence. Final conclusions will result in one
of the following determinations:

a. Remains 1individually identified by biological scientific
methods.

b. Remains unidentified but their presence in a group of
remains is evident or has been scientifically demonstrated.

¢. Unknown remains.

4-10. Identified Remains. Remains may be considered identified
when the commanding officer 1is satisfied that identification 1is
established beyond any question of doubt and documented accord-
ingly. Mail copies of 1identification documents to COMNAVMEDCOM
(MEDCOM--332) for record purposes.

a. Within the 48 Contiguous United States. When multiple
remains are 1involved, simultaneous 1identification processing of
all remains is desired. However, anatomically complete remains

which have been individually identified may be released for pres-
ervation and delivery to the PNOK designated final destination.
All other remains, including identified but semi-complete remains,
should be held for additional study by identification specialists.



NAVMEDCOMINST 5360.1

4-10b 4-13

b. OQutside the 48 Contiquous United States. When positive
identification has been made, anatomically complete remains may be
released for preservation and shipment to the destination desig-
nated by the PNOK. All documents, including DD 2064, Certificate
of Death (Overseas) (appendix S refers): civil death certificate,
if available; medical and dental records:; identification process-
ing papers; and preliminary conclusions will be shipped inside the
transfer case with remains. All other remains., including those
unidentified and those identified but semi-complete, will be sepa-
rately wrapped and placed in a sufficient number of transfer cases.
Arrange transportation to the appropriate U.S. POE where an identi-
fication specialist will intercept and reprocess remains as
required. COMNAVMEDCOM will establish final conclusions and take
action required to effect final disposition of all such remains.

4-11. Group Interment. When remains cannot be individually iden-
tified, the collective remains will be interred as a group per
chapter 16.

4-12. Unidentified Remains

a. Within the 48 contiguous United States, unless already
provided, COMNAVMEDCOM will be advised by message (MED 5360-4 (MIN:
CONSIDERED), Unidentified or Group Remains) of any unidentified or
group remains. Commingled masses of unidentified remains will not
be separated arbitrarily. Activities may request that COMNAVMEDCOM
provide an identification specialist to visit the activity and make
a complete review to assure that all possible technigques, methods,
and procedures have been employed to accomplish individual, posi-
tive identification. Make CMC an information addressee when mem-
bers of the Marine Corps are or may be involved.

b. Outside the 48 contiguous United States, the provisions of
paragraph 4-10b are applicable.

c. COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM--332) directs disposition of wuniden-
tified remains. Hold minute portions of human anatomy pending dis-
position instructions from COMNAVMEDCOM.

4-13. Subsequent Recovery of Partial Remains. All anatomical por-
tions of human remains recovered from the scene of a disaster
subsequent to release of principal remains to the PNOK will be
reported to COMNAVMEDCOM by priority message, MED 5360-5 (MIN:
CONSIDERED), Subsequent Recovery of Partial Remains. Provide all
factual information available. Information will not be released
to any PNOK, SNOK, family, or news media unless specific instruc-
tions are received from COMNAVMEDCOM.
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4-14. Personal Effects. After having served all collaboration of
identification purposes, dispose of personal effects found on or
with remains per current instructions in NAVSUP Manual or MARCOR
CASPROC Manual, as appropriate.

4-1%. Progress Reports. When search, recovery, and identification
operations continue for more than 36 hours after a disaster, chron-
ologically numbered progress reports, MED 5360-6 (MIN:CONSIDERED),
Search, Recovery, and Identification Operations Progress and/or
Unusual 1ldentification Problems, will be dispatched at 24-hour
intervals. Include all factual details incident to the operation
since last report. Address messages to COMNAVMEDCOM with infor-
mation copies to COMNAVMILPERSCOM and CMC, as appropriate. Make
Commander, U.S. Army Military Personnel Center, ATTN: DAPC-PDC-CD,
Casualty and Memorial Affairs Operations Center, Alexandria, VA
22331-0400 (CDRMILPERCEN ALEX VA //DAPC-PDC-CD//) an information
addressee 1if Army personnel are or may be 1involved and Head-
quarters, Air Force Engineering and Services Center-DEHM, Tyndall
Air YForce Base, FL 32403-6001 (HQ AFESC TYNDALL AFB FL //DEHM//)
if Air Force personnel are or may be involved.

4-16. Medical Examination of Remains (Autopsy). When a medical
examination of remains 1is required or requested, identification
specialists will coordinate the accomplishment thereof subsequent
to or simultaneous with the identification processing. This will
preclude delay and ensure that methods of identification may be
included in the autopsy protocol. Follow NAVMEDCOMINST 5360.3 in
disposing of organs removed during an autopsy. NAVMED P-5065,
Autopsy Manual, also refers.
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5--1. General. Mortuary services refer to all necessary supplies
and services required 1in the removal, preservation, clothing,
casketing, cremation. and inurnment of the remains of individuals
eligible for DAP benefits. Mortuary services within the contigu-
ous 48 United States are obtained through:

a. Annual fixed price requirement type contracts awarded to
funeral directors servicing specified areas.

b. One-time contracts (individual purchase orders) negotiated
by naval activities for deaths occurring outside areas served by
an annual contract. The Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) has con-
curred in coordination required to accomplish one-time contracts.

c. Private arrangements made by the PNOK, subject to reim-
bursement limitations specified in paragraph 11-2.

NOTE: Annual contracts and one-time contracts may be negotiated
for only primary services and may not include arrangements for
secondary care which 1is the responsibility of the PNOK and for
which an interment allowance is provided (chapter 11 refers).

5-2. Annual Contracts

a. Navy. Annual contracts may be awarded by naval activi-
ties within the 48 contiguous United States that anticipate a
volume of 10 or more deaths per year. The format and use of the

contract is a matter of joint interest and responsibility of COM
NAVMEDCOM and NAVSUP. Appendix J 1is a copy of the current speci-
fication (modified for 1inclusion in this 1instruction). The
gehedule portion of the contract has been published in the Federal
Acquisitions Regulation (FAR). OMAs/NHs (appendix F) will act as
the approving authority for establishing contracts within their
area of responsibility., including personally inspecting the funeral
establishment prior to selection to ensure that it meets the
requirements of appendix D. Any deviation in the format of con-
tracts must be approved by the Federal Acquisitions Regulation
Committee, subject to interdepartmental program action. <Contracts

are awarded on a fiscal-year basis. Bids or offers for annual
requirements for the next fiscal year are solicited in April and
awarded prior to 1 October. Submit a copy of all contracts to

COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332) no later than 1 October.

b. Army and Air Force. Whenever practical, naval activities
will use annual contracts awarded by the Army or Air Force for care
in a geographical area served by such a contract. The OMA/NH will

5-1
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identify. in the Army or Air Force contract format, naval activi-
ties that may use the services. If not specifically identified, a
naval activity may request aid from an Army or Air Force activity
when required. Naval activities requesting such aid will furnish
appropriation data (par. 11-5) for direct citation by the Army or
Air Force activity in payment of authorized primary expenses.

Secondary (interment) expenses are paid by the Navy as outlined in
paragraph 11-2c.

5-3. One-Time Contracts (Individual Purchase Orders). When annual
contracts, including those of the Army and Air Force, are not in
effect in an area, obtain necessary supplies and services through
negotiation of a one-time contract per current NAVSUP procurement

directives. Use the specification portion of the contract as a
general guide to identify services and supplies obtained under this
method (See note under par. 5-1.). Amounts authorized to obtain

primary care by this method are negotiable and are not limited to
amounts reimbursable to a PNOK making private primary care arrange-
ments. Confirm arrangements made in purchase order agreements by

message to the funeral home with COMNAVMEDCOM as information
addressee.

5-4. Private Arrangements by Primary Next of Kin. When private
arrangements are made by the PNOK, advise the PNOK to mail one

copy of disposition instructions to COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332) for
record purposes.

a. If the PNOK indicates a desire to make private arrangements
for necessary services and supplies, fully apprised the PNOK of the
services and supplies available through Navy sources (annual con-
tracts or one-time contracts) and of reimbursement limitations when
private arrangements are made (pars. 11-2 and 11-3 refer). Tact-
fully encourage the PNOK to allow Navy to make all necessary
arrangements since greater benefits can be furnished through proce-
dures outlined in paragraphs 5-2 or 5-3.

b. The stated desire of the PNOK is required in the orderly
disposition of remains. Format such a statement as follows:

(1) I degire the U.S. Government to
(desire) (do not desire)
assume responsibility for the care, preparation, and transportation
of the remains of _John A. Doe, Jr. HMC, United Statesg Navy,
(Name, Grade or Rate, and Branch of Service)
123-45-6789 .
(Social Security Number)
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(2) The remains are to be consigned to the Foregt Lawn
(Name of
Funeral Home at 123 Easy Street, Anywhere, USA
Funeral Home or National Cemetery) (Address)
12345, 901-555-555 . (If remains are consigned to a fun-
(Zip Code) (Telephone Number)
eral home, add) for interment in Memorial Gardens
(Name of Cemetery)

(3) I have been advised of the decedent affairs program
benefits and of the amounts for which I may claim reimbursement. I
understand that all expenses 1incurred for funeral and interment
services are my responsibility, subject to reimbursements as allow-
able by the U.S. Government.

S/JOHN A DOE, Sr.

(Signature of PNOK or Desighee)
Father

(Relationship to Deceased)

c. When proffered services are refused, ask the PNOK to sign
the following statement: I have been advised of decedent affairs
program benefits and of the amounts, for both primary and secondary
expenses, that I may claim reimbursement. I desire to make private
arrangements and I am therefore refusing services that could have
been provided by the Government.

d. When the PNOK has completed funeral arrangements prior to
receipt of notification of death by naval authorities, the state-
ments outlined in paragraphs 5-4b(l), (2). (3), or 5-4c¢c are not
applicable. Follow chapter 11 to reimburse the individual defray-
ing the expenses.

e. When death occurs in a 1location outside the 48 contig-
uous United States, paragraph 5-4b(l) may not be applicable since
the Government's help in the return of remains is usually desired.

5-5. Authorized Items. The following services and supplies are
those most generally required in properly caring for eligible
deceased personnel. Do not delay removal and preparation, para-

graphs 5-5b and ¢, while awaiting PNOK desires in acceptance of
proffered services or when undue delay is evident in locating or
designating a PNOK.

a. Notifications and Confirmations. Notifications, confir-
mations, or related matters concerning the deceased are normally
chargeable to communication funds; however, when these funds are
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not conveniently available to pay for a necessary DAP communica-
tion, decedent affairs funds may be charged. This includes commer-
cial telegrams, cables, and telephone calls.

b. Removal. Removal of remains from place of death to desig-
nated mortuary establishment or Armed Forces activity.

¢. Processing. Preparation of remains 1including standard
preservation treatment, restorative treatment, cosmetology. and
dressing or wrapping remains.

d. Casket. Including shipping container. If other than the
standard size casket 1s used, the consignee should be advised by
telephone of the exact outside dimensions of the casket and outer
case.

e. Cremation. See chapter 7.
f. Urn. Includes engraving when indicated.

g. Clothing. Includes service dress blue uniform or, 1if not
available for Marine Corps deceased, the appropriate winter ser-
vice uniform, plus authorized accoutrements. Civilian attire is
authorized upon specific request of the PNOK.

h. Flags

(1) General. The standard burial flag and plastic flag
case to be presented to the PNOK (and to parent or parents if such
are other than the PNOK (par. 2-3a(8) refers)) will be issued to
the escort or will accompany remains, except for certain military
prisoners (par. 2-3b(l){(n) refers). 1If the PNOK is other than the
parent or parents and the PNOK arranges services which are not
attended by the parent or parents, the escort will either return
the parent's flag to the activity which was responsible for prepa-
ration and transportation of the remains, or will give the flag to
the CACO assigned to aid the parent or parents. The activity
responsible for issuance of flags will initiate appropriate proce-
dures to ensure proper disposition of all flags issued.

(2) Flag for Draping Casket. A flag for draping the
casket upon arrival at the destination common carrier terminal, or
at a stopover point en route, will also be issued to the escort
(par. 10-7a(2)(c)4 refers).

(3) Memorial Flagq. A memorial flag may be presented to the
PNOK when the remains of military personnel, eligible for Navy DAP
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benefits, are not recovered. Additionally, a flag of equal size is
authorized for presentation to the parents if the PNOK is other
than a parent of the deceased member.

i. Transportation. Includes common carrier air or rail,
funeral coach, and other suitable closed vehicle furnished by a
funeral director.

j. Escort. One escort is authorized to accompany remains or
cremains of each military member. Escorts are authorized round
trip common carrier transportation (one-way first class when nec-
essary) to destination and return to place designated in orders.
Escort duty performed in a duty status is on a per diem basis (JFTR
U4100 - U416l and chapter 10 refer).

k. Interment Allowance. See chapter 11.

1. Memorial Services Allowance. See paragraph 11-2c(2).

m. Funeral Directors' Services or Unusual Supplies. Those
services or supplies necessary to fulfill specific naval require-
ments occasioned by exceptional circumstances outside the detail
or scope of an existing annual contract or as authorized at the
place of consignment.
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Chapter 6 - Preparing and Reprocessing Remains

6-1. General. Preservative treatment of all remains should be
started as soon as possible after death, especially remains to be
transported by common carrier. The naval authority responsible

for decedent affairs functions should maintain close coordination
with appropriate military and civilian authorities to assure the
prompt release and delivery of remains to the mortuary facility.
Prepare all remains following approved high standards of the
mortuary profession to assure that they are transported to the
final destination in their most normal, life-like appearance.

6-2. Outside the 48 Contiquous United States. Geographical areas
of responsibility for mortuary operations are as specified in local
instructions (e.g., CINCPAC 1Instruction 5360.2 (NOTAL) and CINCUS
NAVEUR/USCOMEASTLANT Instruction 5360.1K (NOTAL) implementing
USEUCOM Directive 66-1 (NOTAL)). In areas not covered by one of
the aforementioned instructions or by other written authority,
contact COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332).

a. Government Mortuaries. Government mortuary facilities are
located at various places outside the 48 contiguous United States.
They have responsibility for furnishing mortuary services for all
eligible categories of military and civilian personnel specified
in paragraph 2-3b. Government mortuaries are located:

(1) Navy Facilities

(a) U.S. Naval Hospital, Guam
(b) U.S. Naval Hospital, Naples, Italy
(c) U.S. Naval Hospital, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba

(2) Army Facilities

(a) Frankfurt., Germany

(b) Kaiserslautern, Germany
(c) Vicenza, Italy

(d) Honolulu, Hawaii

(e) Seoul, Korea

(f) Ancon. Republic of Panama
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(3) Air Force Facilities

(a) Lakenheath Air Base, England

(b) Torrejon Air Base, Madrid, Spain
(c) Helenikon Air Base, Athens, Greece
(d) Camp Kinser, Okinawa, Japan

(e) Clark Air Base, Philippine Islands
(f) Yokota Air Base, Japan

b. Other Areas. When death occurs 1in areas not served by
facilities 1listed 1in paragraph 6-2a, request aid from the senior
naval comnmand. In some areas, Department of State sources may
have a capability to render advice or aid. The senior naval
command may also be able to arrange airlift of remains from the
place of death to a point where a Government mortuary (par. 6-2a),
or commercial facility is available, or arrange for emergency dis-
patch of a qualified embalmer from an overseas Government mortuary
to the place of death.

¢. Refrigeration. Remains may be refrigerated for short
periods pending arrival of a transportation vessel or arrival of
the embalmer from a Government mortuary indicated in paragraph
6--2b. To minimize <cellular deterioration, remains should be
refrigerated above the freezing point, 36° to 40° Fahrenheit
or 2.2° to 4.4° Centigrade.

d. DD 2064. When remains are transferred to another over-
seas activity or to a POE in the United States, three signed copies
of the DD 2064, Certificate of Death (Overseas), must accompany the
remains inside the transfer case. Failure to include the Certifi-
cate of Death may cause a serious delay in arrival of remains at
the final destination and result in complaints from the family.

6-3. Within the 48 Contiguous United States. Processing of
remains 1s arranged with civilian funeral directors per contract-
ing procedures discussed in chapter 5. Appendix J contains Armed
Forces Specifications for preservation of remains by c¢ontract
funeral directors. These specifications will also be wused as
guidance in processing all deceased naval personnel.
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6-4. Preservation Guide

a. Initial Preservation

(1) Unidentified Remains. When the identity of remains is
not known, such remains will be treated only with a 1:3 solution
of a commercially accepted cavity fluid. When identification has
been accomplished and final 1identification conclusions reached,
preparation will be completed.

(2) Identified Remains. The embalmer will be required to
ascertain and comply with State, Federal, and local health and
transportation laws concerning processing and transportation of
remains. If not already known, the embalmer will contact respon-
sible medical authorities to ascertain the cause of death before
starting preservation. The condition of remains and cause of death
determines the manner in which preservation is to be accomplished.
Inasmuch as interment could, in some instances, be delayed for as
much as 10 days., the technique of arterial injection of chemicals
in the proper strength must be strictly observed to preclude putre-
factive changes and odors (appendix J refers). Additionally:

(a) Adequately suture and seal lacerations, abrasions,
and incisions to prevent leakage.

(b) There will be no distension or presence of gases
in trunk cavities.

(c) Chemically bleach post-mortem discoloration stains
to render them invisible.

(d) Destroy and remove maggots, other parasites, and
their breeding media. Allot ample time to allow for dissipation
of fumes from chemicals used in destroying parasites and larvae.

b. Supplemental Preservation. Supplemental preservation tech-
niques include:

(1) Thorough aspiration of foreign material, and injection
of proper embalming chemicals.

(2) Hypodermic 1injection of all wunembalmed areas, using
proper strength chemicals.

(3) Liberal application of hardening compound to charred
or mutilated portions. Do not use hardening.compgupds when remains
are to be returned to a POE in the U.S. for identification process-
ing.
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(4) Application of chemical packs to localized areas.
(5) Immersion in embalming chemicals.

(6) Thorough spraying with a concentrated solution of com-
mercial grade chemical type deodorant (nonmasking), as required.

(7) Washing remains with an approved disinfectant fluid.
All orifices will be disinfected and closed with absorbent cotton.

6-5. Surveillance After Preservation. Regardless of the type of
preservative treatment used, all remains will be given necessary
post-embalming surveillance with additional preservative measures
applied as necessary. Remains will not be shrouded nor dressed,
nor placed in the transfer case or casket until this observation
period has been completed. However, keep remains covered at all
times except when preparation is being accomplished or when an
examination is necessary.

6-6. Cosmetizing, Dressing, or Wrapping Remains

a. Outside the 48 Contiguous United States

(1) Cosmetics will not be applied nor will remains be
dressed unless they are to be released to the PNOK for either local
burial or a funeral service prior to being transported to a POE in
the U.S. Remove clothing and cosmetics prior to release for trans-
porting to the U.S.

(2) For transportation to a POE in the U.S., the face,
neck, and hands will be given a light coat of emollient base cream.
Wrap remains in a clean white cotton sheet and plastic sheeting.
Burial clothing will be wrapped in plastic sheeting and secured in
the transfer case. Nonviewable intact remains will be dressed at
POE.

b. Within the 48 Contiguous United States

(1) Burial Within the 48 Contiquous United States. The
contractor is responsible for either dressing remains in the cloth-
ing furnished or wrapping nonviewable remains in rubber or plastic
sheeting and blanket furnished by the services. If remains are
nonviewable and dressing is practicable, clothe in the uniform fur-
nished; otherwise place the uniform over the enshrouded remains in
a symmetrical and secure manner (par. 6-6¢C refers). Contractors

must ensure satisfactory appearance, whether remains are dressed
or wrapped.
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(2) Transportation Outside the 48 Contiguous United States.
Follow paragraph 6-6b(l) to accomplish cosmetizing, dressing, and
wrapping of remains to be transported outside the 48 contiguous
United States. A sealer type casket is required. Arrange trans-
portation for remains and, if appropriate the escort, to the port
of debarkation for accomplishment of inspection, reconditioning,
and further transfer to the overseas POE in the locality designated
by the PNOK. Upon arrival at the overseas POE, approved transpor-

tation may be arranged via common carrier directly to the location
of the consignee.

c. Mutilated Remains. Neatly wrap mutilated nonviewable
remains by spreading a blanket on the dressing table with opposing
corners at the head and foot ends of the table. Cover the blanket
with a white cotton sheet, followed by a sheet of polyethylene.
Two strips of cotton will then be laid down the center of the poly-
ethylene sheet and liberally sprinkled with hardening compound.
(Hardening compound and cotton wrapping will not be used when
remains are to be returned to a U.S. POE for further identification
processing.) Lay remains on the cotton strips that have been
coated with hardening compound and cover remains with additional
cotton strips. Wrap the polyethylene sheet around the remains and
the white cotton sheet around the polyethylene sheeting. The
blanket will then be wrapped over the white cotton sheet and
secured by large safety pins placed no more than 8 1inches (20.0
cm) apart. An appropriate uniform will then be placed symmetric-
ally on top of the remains.

6-7. Burial Clothing and Accoutrements. Suitable (new or in near
new condition) burial clothing, accoutrements, and religious or
fraternal insignia will be obtained and transmitted to the funeral
director or mortuary responsible for ©preparing remains. When
required suitable items of clothing, insignia, etc., are not avail-
able for 1individuals who die outside the 48 contiguous United
States, information, with size estimates, will be furnished the
U.S. POE as soon as possible ensuring that port personnel can
expeditiously obtain the items. Clothing and accoutrements author-
ized for burial are:

a. Navy and Marine Corps Members

(1) The service dress blue uniform, or if not available
for Marine Corps deceased personnel, the appropriate winter.ser—
vice uniform (including cap and shoes 1f requested or required)

plus underwear and hose. Authorized insignia, devices, badges,
and decorations will also be provided. Items will be obtained as
follows:
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(a) Withdrawn from the deceased person's personal
effects provided items are in a serviceable (new or near new) con-

dition. Clothing will be washed or dry cleaned, chargeable to DAP
funds.

(b) If a complete and presentable uniform is not among
the personal effects of the deceased person, purchase necessary
uniform items specified above from the Navy Retail Clothing Store,
Navy Exchange Uniform Shop. Marine Corps Clothing Store, or com-
mercial sources when not otherwise available. Insignia, devices,
badges, and decorations for officers and enlisted may be purchased
either from the base exchange or from commercial sources. White
gloves may be obtained for damaged hands. All purchases will be
charged to DAP funds.

(2) When requested by the PNOK, remains may be attired in
a white uniform or civilian clothing consisting of appropriate
outer clothing, underwear, hose, and if specifically requested,
shoes. Items of clothing in the individual's possession at time
of death should be used if available and in satisfactory condition.

(3) When enlisted personnel have reverted from commis-
sioned officer or warrant officer status, an officer or warrant
officer uniform, as appropriate, may be provided if the PNOK so
desires. The 1individual's uniform may be used, 1if appropriate,
with proper braid and insignia added. Insignia of 1individual's
grade will be consistent with the highest active duty or Reserve
officer or warrant officer grade attained by the deceased. If the
PNOK desires to furnish a uniform not currently authorized, that
uniform 1s acceptable burial dress provided it was authorized

during the period the member was in an officer or warrant officer
status.

b. Army and Air Force Members. Necessary clothing and
accoutrements for deceased Army and Air Force personnel will be
obtained from the nearest Army or Air Force installation or through
local purchase when authorized by those services.

c. Civilian Employees. Clothing authorized for burial of
eligible civilian employees consists of suitable outer clothing,
underwear, hose, and if requested or required, shoes. Clothing in
the individual's possession at time of death will be used when
available and suitable.

d. Enemy Prisoners and Aliens. Clothing for eligible enemy

prisoners and aliens consists of a suitable U.S. military uniform
(from which all decorations, insignia, or other evidence of member-
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ship in the armed services of the United States have been removed),
underwear, and hose; or suitable civilian clothing.

6-8. Placement of Remains in Casket or Transfer Case

a. Death From Contagious or Communicable Diseases. When death
was the result of a contagious or communicable disease, remains,
after embalming, will be placed immediately in a transfer case or
specification casket. The transfer case or casket, as appropriate,
will be closed immediately and a gummed label, 2" x 4" (5.0 X 10.0
cm), marked "CONTAGIOUS", will be affixed to the outside of the
receptacle at the head end. (Information concerning diseases
considered contagious may be obtained from local or State health
officials.) Caskets should also be tagged on nonviewable remains.
Include this information in transportation messages to consignee.

b. Death From Other Causes. Place remains in a specification
casket or transfer case in a manner that will create an appearance
of rest and composure. Take precautions to ensure maintenance of

position during transit.

c. Remains Returned in Transfer Case. Each remains to be
returned in a transfer case will be wrapped in a white cotton
sheet plus a second wrapping in a polyethylene cover (either a
bag, plastic (NSN 9930-00-927-4569 (DGSC)) or plastic sheeting,
(NSN 8135-00-584-0610 (GSA)) and sealed with 2-inch (5.0 c¢m)
pressure sensitive tape (NSN 7510-00-852-8180), or heat sealed.

d. Consignment to an Overseas Area From a Point in the U.S.
When preparation and encasement has been arranged by the PNOK,
emphasize that a sealer type casket is required for remains con-
signed to an overseas area from a point in the U.S. Paragraph
9-3g refers to use of a transfer case.

6-9. Caskets. Refer to appendix J for current specifications.

a. Standard Size. The standard size casket 1is 18 gauge
Silvertone metal sealer, cut top. Inside dimensions will not be
less than 78" (1.98 m) in length, measured from the inner surfaces
of the end panels and 23" (58.4 cm) in width, measured between the
inner surfaces of the side panels.

.

b. OQversize. The oversize casket 1is 18 gauge Silvertone
metal sealer, cut top. Inside dimensions will not be less than 81"
(2.06 m) in length, measured from the inner surfaces of the end

panels and 25" (63.5 cm) in width. measured between the inner sur-
faces of the side panels.
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6-10. Reprocessing at U.S. POE. Any discrepancies in preserva-
tion by an overseas activity will be reported to COMNAVMEDCOM
(MEDCOM-332) on DD 2062, Record of Preparation and Disposition of
Remains (Outside CONUS), with a copy to the overseas activity
responsible for preparation of remains. Reprocessing at POE will
include:

a. Removal of body from the transfer case and examination for
uniformity and completeness of preservation.

b. Removal of all shrouds to accomplish surveillance for
identification. Includes thoroughly examining remains and compar-
ing physical characteristics against information in accompanying
documents and documents on hand, specifically noting the name tag
affixed to the remains. Any discrepancies observed in this exami-
nation must be resolved in coordination with COMNAVMEDCOM prior to
release of remains.

c. Accomplishment of additional preservative treatment and
restorative art work.

d. Cosmetizing, dressing, and casketing remains returned in a
transfer case.

6-11. Inspection of Remains, Casket, and Shipping Container in the
U.S. The DAO is responsible for expediting arrangements for trans-
portation of deceased personnel to destination and for ensuring
that required timely 1inspections are made. This responsibility
includes appropriate arrangements for availability at all times,
including Saturdays. Sundays, and holidays, of personnel qualified
to perform inspections of services and supplies. Use the reverse
of DD 2062 or DD 2063 as a checklist guide for inspection of
remains and casket.

6-12. Acceptance of Supplies and Services. Before acceptance of
supplies and services, and before delivery or release for transpor-
tation of remains is authorized, the DAO will personally ensure
that all supplies and services furnished by the contract funeral
director meet current Navy specifications.
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Chapter 7 - Cremation

7-1. Authorization. When requested in writing or by telegram by
the PNOK defined in paragraph l1-4c, cremation may be performed sub-
ject to compliance with applicable civil regulations. If received
by telegram, naval authorities will assure that a written and
signed copy of the request is received before cremation. Make no
overt action to encourage the PNOK to elect cremation. Do not
accomplish cremation if any question exists whether a specific
individual has the legal right to direct disposition, or if identi-
fication findings are 1inconclusive. Forward a copy of PNOK's
signed request for cremation to COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332), Washing-
ton, DC 20372-5120 (par. 1l-5a(l)(c) refers).

7-2. Place of Cremation. Cremation should be accomplished at or
near the place of death. However, the receiving funeral director
may arrange cremation at the final destination if specifically
requested by the NOK, subject to payment by the appropriate OMA/NH
in whose area cremation is performed (see chapter 1l1).

7-3. (Cremation Casket. When remains processed under contract are
to be cremated, they should be transferred to the crematory in a
casket meeting the standards described in appendix J. Remains not
processed under contract that are to be cremated should be trans-
ferred in an inexpensive, wooden, or other cremation casket common
to the industry. The specification metal casket in appendix J
should be furnished for remains that are to be cremated only when
required for transporting and viewing remains prior to cremation
or for those instances in which the PNOK makes a decision to cre-
mate after casketed remains arrive at final destination.

7-4. Certification. The crematory must provide a signed state-
ment certifying that remains were cremated and that the ashes were
placed in the receptacle delivered to the Navy representative.
Include in the statement the name of the Navy representative and
date receptacle was delivered. Submit the cremation certificate
and signed regquest to COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332), accompanied by DD
2062, Record of Preparation and Disposition of Remains (Outside
CONUS) or DD 2063, Record of Preparation and Disposition of Remains
(Within CONUS). If at sea disposition is desired, submit the cre-
mation certificate to COMNAVMEDCOM via the CO of the vessel or the
naval air station designated for at sea disposition.

7-5. Transportation

a. To Crematory. Remains to be cremated may be transported
via common carrier or funeral coach to the nearest crematory. An
escort will accompany the remains of military personnel to the cre-

7-1



NAVMEDCOMINST 5360.1

7-5b 7-8

matory. The escort will then hand carry the cremains, following
subparagraph 7-5b, to final destination.

b. To Final Destination. Cremains of military personnel will

be hand carried in a suitable container by the escort. The escort
may be authorized 10 pounds (4.50 kg) additional baggage allowance
as a DAP expense. When an escort 1is not authorized (paragraph

2-3b refers), cremains will be transported by registered mail
(preferred method), air, or surface transportation to designated
consignee.

7-6. Urn. Urns should meet the specifications described in appen-
dix J. According to the contract, contractors will provide a
rectangular or vase type spun bronze urn with carrying or shipping
container. Such an urn will be engraved to include name, grade or
rate, date of birth, date of death, and branch of service.

7-7. Consignment. As 1indicated in paragraph 9-la, remains are
normally consigned to a designated funeral director or national
cemetery. For cremains, consignment may also be made to the PNOK
or to a specific individual designated by the PNOK, provided such
consignment does not conflict with applicable civil regulations or
State health requirements.

7-8. Transportation Schedule, Notification of. When remains are
cremated outside the 48 contiguous United States, the activity
responsible for transportation to the U.S. will provide the POE
activity such information by message with COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332)
as an information addressee (chapter 9 refers). POE personnel will
provide the CACO and destination consignee with the transportation
schedule by telephone with a follow-up confirming message. Make
COMNAVMEDCOM an information addressee on the latter and other
activities, as appropriate, may also be included. The CACO, after
coordinating with the POE activity, has sole responsibility for
furnishing the PNOK and SNOK information on the transportation of
cremains.
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8-1. General

a. The CNO has <concurred 1in the continued <coordination
required to accomplish burials at sea during peacetime. In a war
or major military operation, the area commander makes at sea dis-
position determinations when it becomes necessary to suspend the
Current Death program. Conduct at sea dispositions following the
provisions of articles 1089-1094 of U.S. Navy Requlations.

b. Civilian personnel will not be authorized to attend ser-
vices aboard naval ships at sea or aboard naval aircraft. Services

aboard naval ships, while at port, may be permitted on a "not to
interfere® basis.

c. Any commanding officer who receives a request for dispo-
sition of remains or cremains at sea will forward such request to
the appropriate fleet commander in chief (CINC) listed in appendix

F with a copy to the OMA/NH servicing the area of the requested
port of embarkation.

d. When a PNOK requests committal or dispersion at a spe-
cific time, site, or from a specific craft and there is a conflict
in any letters or documents supporting the disposition, the con-

flict must be resolved with the PNOK prior to proceeding with the
at sea disposition.

8-2. 1Individuals Eligible for At Sea Disposition. When granted
permission, the following classes of individuals will be accorded
at sea disposition from a ship of casketed remains or inurned
cremains, or dispersion from an aircraft of cremains. Paragraph
8-8 provides additional 1information c¢oncerning arrangements for
individuals below who are not entitled to DAP benefits.

a. Members of the uniformed services.
b. Retired members of the uniformed services.

c. Members of the uniformed services discharged under honor-
able conditions.

d. U.S. civilian marine personnel of the Military Sealift
Command.

e. Dependents of members and former members of the uniformed
services.
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f. Other U.S. citizens who are determined eligible by the
Chief of Naval Operations for at sea committal due to notable ser-
vice or outstanding contributions to the United States.

8-3. Responsibilities

a. Fleet CINCs. Fleet CINCs are authorized to designate
activities under their command or control to accept remains and
cremains. Upon receipt of authorization, the date of committal or

dispersion will be determined by the availability of resources.

b. OMAs/NHs. Refer exceptions which cannot be resolved at
this delegated authority 1level to CNO . Provide COMNAVMEDCOM
(MEDCOM-332) information copies of messages or letters requesting,
granting, or refusing authorization for committal or dispersion.
Also provide a copy to the headquarters of the appropriate branch
of service.

(1) Casketed Remains. Upon receipt of a request for
committal at sea of casketed remains, the OMA/NH will provide noti-
fication to the requester that should remains be accepted for
committal at sea, such remains must be encased in a metal casket.
Additionally, the requester should be notified:

(a) Concerning the earliest date remains can be
accepted for committal.

(b) That to preclude cross-country transportation
of a drilled, weighted, and banded casket, only the funeral home
at or near the port of embarkation will be authorized to prepare
the casket per subparagraph 8-5b prior to delivery to the naval
vessel.

(c) That limited facilities and capabilities pre-
clude acceptance of casketed remains but capability exists for
either committal or dispersion of cremains. The provisions of
subparagraph 8-3b(2) will then be followed.

(2) Inurned Cremains. Upon receipt of requests for
committal or dispersion at sea of cremains (or committal of remains
under circumstances outlined in paragraph 8-3b(l)(c¢)), the OMA/NH
will notify the requester concerning:

(a) Capability for acceptance of cremains for com-
mittal from a ship or dispersion from an aircraft.

(b) The earliest date cremains can be accepted for
committal or dispersion.
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i ) .. (c) The naval activity, at or nearest the place of
f1nal disposition, or the ship having the capability to accept con-
signment.

. (3) Receipt of Remains or Cremains. As soon as cre-
mains are received by the shore facility. or casketed remains

arrive at the funeral home near the port of embarkation, the
OMA/NH servicing the area will:

(a) Make initial contact with the PNOK using the
most expeditious means and provide the Navy's casualty assistance
toll free number in Washington, DC (1-800-368-3202 and for those
calling from Virginia, 1-800-572-2126). Advise the PNOK that

these numbers are manned 24 hours a day and that assigned personnel
will be able to aid them.

(b) Contact the PNOK when a ship has been desig-

nated to accomplish disposition and advise the PNOK of 1its
approximate sailing date, or

(c) Contact the PNOK when a plane is scheduled to
accomplish dispersion of cremains.

(d) Contact the PNOK not less than once every 3
weeks to reaffirm the schedule of events.

(e) Keep appropriate naval medical command
region(s) apprised of each event.

(4) Consignment. The cognizant OMA/NH will coordinate
the following arrangements for delivery of remains or cremains to
either the ship at dockside, for committal at sea from a ship, or
to the commanding officer of the activity responsible for disper-
sion at sea of cremains from an aircraft.

(a) Remains. The naval activity responsible for
transportation arrangements (paragraph 9-3 refers) will consign
casketed remains to a mortuary at or near the port as designated
by the PNOK for casket preparation per paragraph 8-5. Expenses
incurred at such a consignee funeral home are considered a part of
private arrangements. As such, they are the responsibility of the
PNOK, subject to reimbursable limitations pertaining to secondary
allowances (chapter 11 refers).

(b) Cremains. Inurned ashes will be consigned, by

the OMA/NH, to a naval activity at or near the place of final
disposition.
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c. Naval Medical Command Regions (NAVMEDCOM Regions). The

commander of the NAVMEDCOM region out of which the at sea disposi-
tion will be accomplished will:

(1) Exercise oversight responsibility on all aspects of
this program.

(2) Provide message notification to COMNAVMEDCOM WASHINGTON
DC when delay in disposition is expected to extend beyond 10 weeks

from the date at sea disposition was approved. Provide information
copies to:

(a) COMNAVMILPERSCOM or CMC, as appropriate.

(b) The NAVMEDCOM region where the NOK resides.

(c) The cognizant fleet CINC.

d. Designated Ships. Commanding officers of ships desig-
nated to conduct at sea dispositions will, within 24 hours after
committal, send a message to the PNOK giving the date and time of
committal and indicating that details and photographs of the cere-
mony (as appropriate) will be forwarded within the next 10-working
days, or as soon as practicable thereafter (see paragraph 8-4b for
sample letter). Provide information copies to:

(1) The NAVMEDCOM region where disposition occurred.
(2) The NAVMEDCOM region where the PNOK resides.

(3) COMNAVMEDCOM WASHINGTON DC.

(4) COMNAVMILPERSCOM or CMC, as appropriate.

8-4. Documents Required

a. The following must be presented to the commanding officer
of the ship or activity assigned responsibility for at sea dispo-
sition arrangements before casketed remains or inurned cremains are
taken into the commanding officer's custody. Coordination with the

appropriate OMA/NH (appendix F) may be necessary in obtaining
required documents.

(1) A signed and properly witnessed request and author-
ization from the PNOK defined in paragraph l1-4c. Following is a
sample request and authorization:
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Date: 1 July 1986

To whom it may concern:

This is to certify that I, Doe, John Alexander, Sr. .

) (Full name of requester)
am the person having the right to direct disposition of

remains of HMC, Doe, John
(remains or cremains) (grade or rate) (Deceased last,
Alexander, Jr. . USN . 123-45-6789
first, and middle name) (Branch of Service) (SSN)

I respectfully request and authorize the United States Navy to

commit the remains at sea by dispersion of cre-
(remains or cremains)

mains from a naval vessel or aircraft or committal at sea of

casketed remains from a naval vessel. The date of N/A

(his
________retirement 1is, or if a veteran, the dates of service
or her)
are N/A and the deceased was honorably discharged on
N/A . _John died on 28 June 1986 at 123 Easy
Full date) (First name) (Full date)
Street, Anywhere, USA . Cause of death as listed
(Full address or location of death)
on the certificate of death was drowning .
(cause)
Catholic services are desired.
(Catholic, Protestant, Jewish (Specify))
Services at pier side _are desired. As the next of

(are or are not)
kin, I will defray all expenses incurred in preparation of the
metal casket and for delivery of remains to the
(remains or cremains)

port of embarkation.

This request 1s made with the understanding that the Navy will
meet all requirements for committal at sea of intact remains.
If, however, 1intact remains are accidentally recovered after
proper committal, I understand that the Government cannot be

held responsible if all published committal requirements have
been met.
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S/SAM SMITH S/JOHN A. DOE, Sr.
(Signature of Witness) (Signature of Primary Next of Kin)
321 Fast Avenue
(Address)
8/SUE JONES Anywhere, USA 12345
(Signature of Witness) (Address)

901-555-5550
(Telephone Number)

1/ If deceased is a dependent, so indicate.

(2) A transit or interment permit issued by responsible
civil authorities at the place of death or a certificate of crema-
tion (paragraph 7-4 refers).

(3) A certified copy of the certificate of death. 1If death
results from a communicable or contagious disease, it may be neces-
sary to contact the State board of health relative to at sea dispo-
sition of such remains.

(4) A copy of this chapter 8.

(5) A statement from the OMA/NH servicing the area, certi-
fying that remains are in a metal casket and that the casket and
remains are properly prepared per this regulation.

b. The following 2 pages contain a sample letter for signa-
ture of the committal vessel's commanding officer (or if appropri-
ate, the chaplain) describing the services. The letter will ulti-
mately be forwarded to the PNOK.
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Date:_11 July 1986

Mr. John A. Doe, Sr.

(Title and name of PNOK)

321 Fast Avenue
(Address)

Anywhere, USA 12345
(Address)

Dear _Mr. Doe :
(Title and last name)

The remains of your son ._John, Jr.
(husband, son, father, etc.) (name)
HM3 . Were committed to the sea following your
grade or rate) 1/
request.
The _remains were brought to the ship on 9 July
(remains or cremains) (date)

1986 while in port at Norfolk, Virginia
(place of embarkation)
We departed at _0500 on 10 July 1986 to conduct train-

(time) (date)
ing exercises in preparation for our nation's commitment of
freedom of the seas. Your son spent many years in
(relationship)
service to his country and it was a fitting choice that
(his or her)
he be committed from the deck of a proud ship so
(he or she)
employed.
The burial at sea ceremonies took place on the ship's deck on
10 July 1986 at 1000 hours and, conforming to naval
(date) (time)

tradition, the ship was stopped, colors displayed at half
mast, and the participating officers and crew were paraded in
full dress uniform. The morning was cool with a
(weather)

60 degree temperature and with slight winds and seas.
(number)
Under these favorable conditions, both the religious and
military ceremonies were conducted with dignity and solemnity.
The ship's _executive officer . _Emanuel Smithson .

(officer's position) (name)
LCDR . U.S. Navy was the military commander of
(grade) (service branch)
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the ceremony. I. as commanding officer (or "Chaplain", 1if
appropriate) conducted the religious <ceremony and the
committal. A seven person rifle squad with petty officer in

charge, a flag bearer., the body bearers, and the 30
member honor platoon were all formed from the crew of the
UssS JOHN PAUL JONES. 2/

(name of ship)

Photographs of the ceremony were taken and are presented to
you. Enclosed along with the flag used as a shroud prior to
the committal, are 2/ a cartridge from each of the three
volleys of the rifle salute, a tape recording of the service
and ceremony, and a chart showing the location of the ship at
the time of committal.

The officers and crew of the__ USS JOHN PAUL JONES are proud
(name of ship)

and honored in the privilege to participate. Please accept
my personal warm regards and sincerest sympathy in your great
loss.

Sincerely,

S/AARON A. AHAB
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer

1l/ Omit if deceased is a dependent.
2/ Omit any item not appropriate.

c. After disposition has been effected, documents will be
appropriately endorsed by the commanding officer of the ship
responsible for at sea disposition or by the commanding officer of
the activity responsible for dispersion of cremains from an air-
craft. These documents will then be forwarded to COMNAVMEDCOM (MED
COM-332). Make an appropriate entry in the vessel's log regarding
the receipt and forwarding of such papers, together with specific
identifying data regarding then.

8-5. Preparation

a. Remains. To preclude odorous emissions emanating from the
casket during any waiting period prior to committal, accomplish-
ment of complete preservation is imperative. Remains to be commit-
ted should be in a state of preservation that will allow them to be
stored for up to 30 days. Due to the nature of fleet operations at

8-8
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the requested port of embarkation, remains occasionally must be
held for long periods until a ship is scheduled to get underway.

b. Casket. The OMA/NH of the geographical area in which the
port of embarkation is located will assure that casketed remains
are in a metal casket and that the consignee funeral home at or

near the port of embarkation has prepared the casket for committal
as indicated below.

(1) Drill a minimum of 20, two-inch (5.0 cm) holes in the
casket: 8 in the base; 4 in each 1id for double 1id caskets, or 8
in the 1id of a single 1id casket; and 2 in each end. Devise local
methods through the use of porous materials, e.g., cloth, paper,
cardboard, tape, etc., to preclude visibility of remains through

drilled holes. See paragraph 8-6b(l)(a) concerning removal of this
material.

(2) When appropriate, place weights in the foot end of the
casket to assure rapid feet-first submersion. Such weighting may
be necessary only 1in those 1instances when casket and remains
together weigh less than 300 pounds (135.00 kg).

(3) Band the casket with a minimum of 5 durable fabric
bands such as nylon, not 1less than 3/4 inch (1.875 cm) wide.
Equally space the bands as follows: 2 bands placed around the head
end and 2 bands around the foot end to prevent the divided 1id
from opening, and 1 band lengthwise around the top and base. Use
discretion in placing additional bands as necessary.

(4) When remains are encased in an innerseal casket, remove
or loosen the inner plate to permit free flow of sea water.

8-6. Committal

a. Three-Mile Limit. Conduct committal at sea of casketed
remains outside the 3-mile (4.8 km) 1limit, off the continental
shelf, and at a depth greater than 100 fathoms (600 feet) (185
m). Disposition at sea of cremains from a naval ship or aircraft
will not be performed less than 3 miles (4.8 km) from the nearest
land.

b. Services
(1) General
(a) Prior to actual committal of casketed remains, the

committal vessel's commanding officer will remove the porous mate-
rial used per paragraph 8-5b(1l).
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(b) Unless a specific request is made for committal in
the urn of cremains, ashes will be dispersed into the sea and the
urn (container) disposed of separately. Weighting of an urn, when
committed to the sea, will be at the discretion of the OMA/NH
representative.

(2) Aboard Ship

(a) Services aboard ship will be held per articles
1087-1094, U.S. Navy Regulations; MILPERSMAN 5830250, 5830300, or
5830350 as applicable; and NAVPERS 15555A, Naval Military Funerals.

(b) If practicable, photographs of the ceremony will
be taken. Forward these photographs, along with a covering letter
describing the services (paragraph 8-4b), to the CACO (if member
died while on active duty); otherwise, forward them directly to
the PNOK. Prepare and forward a similar letter and flag to either
the parents' CACO or directly to the parents as appropriate, if
they are not the PNOK. Furnish copies of letters to COMNAVMEDCOM
(MEDCOM-332), and to the headquarters of the appropriate branch of
service.

(c) 1f casketed remains do not sink upon impact with
the water, the commanding officer will initiate action to retrieve
the casket for additional weighting and drilling of additional
holes prior to returning the casketed remains to the sea. ALL
OTHER PROCEDURES TO SINK THE CASKET ARE INAPPROPRIATE.

(3) From Aircraft

(a) Accomplish private services or honors prior to
forwarding of a request for dispersion of cremains at sea from an
aircraft. Prior to consignment, the activity designated in para-
graph 8-3b(4)(b) will appropriately coordinate arrangements with
an activity capable of accomplishing disposition by this method.

(b) The OMA/NH servicing the geographical area 1in
which committal services were held will assure that the PNOK is
informed of the time and place (by grid coordinates) of disper-
sion. This will be accomplished by letter, accompanied by the
committal flag, from either the commanding officer of the activity
responsible for dispersion or from the OMA/NH servicing the area.
Forward the letter and flag to the CACO for presentation to the
PNOK. Prepare and forward a similar letter and flag to the CACO
for the parents, if they are not the PNOK. Furnish copies of
letters to COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332) and to the headquarters of
the appropriate branch of service. Following is a sample letter.
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Date: 1 July 1986

Mr. John A. Smith, Sr.
(Title and Name of PNOK or SNOK)
123 Fast Street
(Address)
Anytown, USA 12346
(Address)

Dear Mr. Smith
(Title and Last Name)

On the twenty ninth of June 1986, the cremains of your gon
(Date) (son,
were consigned to the sea off the coast

husband, father, etc.)

of Florida . An aircrewman assigned to the
(State or other location)

VP-32, NAS Jacksonville, FLL committed the ashes to the deep
(Organization)

following your instructions and U.S. Navy Regulations at Lati-

tude 10 degrees, 20 minutes South

(Number) (Number) (North/South)
and Longitude _20 degrees, _30 minutes East

(Number) (Number) (East/West)

Due to operational commitments and shortage of aircraft, we
could not use a photographer as you requested. 1/

Enclosed are a flag and a chart of the area depicting the
exact position of the burial ceremony. We who participated
in the ceremony felt deeply the solemnity of the occasion and
were keenly aware of the privilege of serving on your behalf.

Please accept my personal warm regards and sincerest sympathy
in your great loss.

Sincerely,

S/B. J. BEARING
(CO or OMA/NH Representative)

(Title of Individual Signing)
VP-32, NAS, Jacksonville, FL 54321
(Address)
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1l/Use when photographs have been requested but are not avail-
able for presentation.

8-7. Completion of Burial. Upon completion of burial of a retired
Navy member, the cognizant OMA/NH will send the following informa-
tion via letter or naval message to COMNAVMILPERSCOM (N-122), Navy
Department, Washington, DC 20370-5000 under report control symbol
MED 5360-15:

a. Deceased's full name.

b. Grade or rate and branch of service.
¢c. Social security number.

d. Retirement date (if available).

e. Date and place of death.

f. Date of burial.

8--8. Individuals Not Entitled to Decedent Affairs Program Bene-
fits. No authority exists for the direct expenditure of Govern-
ment funds for materials or services in connection with committal
at sea of casketed remains, or dispersion at sea of cremains of
individuals not entitled to DAP benefits. However, when deter-
mined by higher authority as acceptable for at sea disposition,
the procedures outlined in paragraphs 8-1 through 8-6 are appli-
cable except that:

a. Prior to delivery to the port of embarkation, the PNOK
must make all arrangements and be responsible for:

(1) Payment of transportation and delivery of remains or
cremains and all required documents to the vessel or activity
concerned.

(2) Payment to the mortuary for services rendered per
paragraph 8-5.

b. If cremation is desired, it will be accomplished by and at
the expense of the PNOK prior to forwarding of the request for at
sea disposition.

c. The commanding officer of the naval vessel or the com-
manding officer of the activity responsible for dispersion from an
aircraft will forward a letter description of the services directly
to the PNOK.
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d. The Veterans Administration 1is responsible for providing a
flag for eligible veterans. A PNOK may obtain a flag by filing an
application at any Veterans Administration Regional Office.

e. Coordination required for inspection by the OMA/NH repre-
sentative at the port of embarkation will be accomplished to
ensure that:

(1) Remains are in a metal casket.

(2) Casket and remains have been prepared per paragraph

8-13



NAVMEDCOMINST 5360.1
Chapter 9 - Consignment, Notification, and Transportation

9--1. Consignment - Persons Authorized Transportation at Government

Expense. Handle personnel authorized transportation in paragraph
2-3b as follows:

a. Within the 48 Contiquous United States. Consign remains
as designated by the PNOK or other responsible authority to either:

(1) A funeral director.
(2) The director or superintendent of a national cemetery.

(3) The consignee designated by COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332)
for unclaimed remains.

(4) The consignee enumerated in paragraph 7-7 for cremains.

b. From Outside the 48 Contiquous United States to a U.S.
POE. Consignment will be to an appropriate Navy, Army., or Air
Force activity designated as the POE mortuary for such reprocess-
ing (par. 6--10 refers), casketing (par. 6-9 refers), and further
transportation as 1s necessary and authorized. When the PNOK
resides 1in and expresses a desire for burial in one of the 48
contiguous United States, processing and transportation arrange-
ments to the appropriate U.S. POE will be completed expeditiously.
When the PNOK resides in the area where death occurred, disposition
instructions will be obtained and forwarded by priority message to
COMNAVMEDCOM. When the PNOK resides in the area of an overseas
death and consignment has been designated by the PNOK to a point
in the 48 contiguous United States, the PNOK's itinerary, address
in U.S., and name and address of U.S. consignee will also be
expeditiously provided to COMNAVMEDCOM. To accomplish the objec-
tives of the DAP, remains will not be held pending receipt of
information, but will be returned to the U.S. by first available
appropriate transportation. The following activities are autho-
rized to receive Navy and Marine Corps remains at POEs in the 48
contiguous United States.

(1) West Coast Port of Entry. U.S. Army Mortuary, ©Oakland,

CA. in coordination with the Naval Medical Command, Northwest
Region (Appendix W).

(2) East Coast Ports of Entry

(a) Naval Air Station, Norfolk, VA, 1in coordination
with Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, VA.
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. (b) Dover Air Force Base, Delaware, 1in coordination
with the Commanding Officer, Naval Hospital, Office of Medical

Affairs (N-47), 17th Street and Pattison Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
19145-5199.

(c) Fort Hamilton, New York, in coordination with the
Commanding Officer, Naval Hospital, Office of Medical Affairs
(N-47), 17th Street and Pattison Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19145-5199.

(3) Other. Locations as designated.

9-2. Notification - Consiqnee, Primary and Secondary Next of Kin,
and Casualty Assistance Calls Officer. The following activities
will make notifications in the prescribed format to the activities,
establishments, and persons indicated.

a. Activity Responsible for Transportation of Remains to U.S.
POE. When beneficiaries eligible for DAP benefits die outside the
48 contigquous United States and their remains are to be transported
to a U.S. POE, the following is applicable:

(1) Notification to Consignee. The activity responsible
for transportation will provide the POE activity the details listed
below by message. ltems (1) through (n) will only be included if
the PNOK is present at the place of death.

(a) Name of deceased, grade or rate, social security
number, and branch of service.

(b) Date of birth.

(c) Method of transportation used. Provide mission
and tail number on MAC aircraft and name and flight number of
commercial aircraft.

(d) Date, time, and place of departure and estimated
date and time of arrival at U.S. POE. Advise by separate message
of delays encountered en route.

(e) Whether remains are considered viewable; if not,
reason.

(f) Whether a uniform accompanies remains. If nega-
tive, indicate size and type required, 1including measurements of
neck, chest, waist, sleeves and trouser length, and coat size.

(g) Documents to accompany remains and whether death
due to contagious or communicable disease.
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(h) Name, grade or rate, social security number, and
branch of service of accompanying escort, or statement that no
escort accompanies remains (escorts are not required to accompany
remains aboard Military Airlift Command (MAC) aircraft inasmuch as
the aircraft commander is considered the escort).

(i) PNOK's disposition instructions.

(j) Whether the PNOK will accompany the remains.

(k) Itinerary of PNOK and U.S. address and telephone
number where PNOK may be contacted after arrival. If PNOK does
not plan to return to the U.S., advise name, U.S. address, and
relationship of designee arranging funeral and interment services.

(1) Name of father.

(m) Name of mother.

(n) In reimbursable situations, provide amount col-
lected and items for which collection effected.

(o) Number or numbers on custom transfer case seals
used (appendix E refers).

(2) Information Addressees. Make the following information
addressees on the notification of consignee message and forward
their copies electrically.

(a) Commander, Naval Military Personnel Command (COM
NAVMILPERSCOM WASHINGTON DC) for Navy personnel, including depend-
ents.

(b) Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC WASHINGTON
DC), for Marine Corps personnel, including dependents.

(c) The OMA/NH delineated in appendix ¥F:
1l. Servicing the geographical area of POE.

2. Servicing the geographical area in which burial
is to be made, if known and different from that of the POE.

(d) Commander, Naval Medical Command ( COMNAVMEDCOM
WASHINGTON DC).

(e) Naval Civilian Personnel Command, NCPC 09C for Navy
civilian personnel.
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(f) Commander, U.S. Army Military Personnel Center,
Casualty and Memorial Affairs Operations Center, ATTN: DAPC-PDC-CD,
Alexandria, VA 22331-0400 (CDRMILPERCEN ALEX VA //DAPC-PDC-CD//) if
deceased was an Army member.

(g) Headquarters, Air Force Engineering and Services
Center-DEHM, Tyndall Air Force Base, FL 32403-6001 (HQ AFESC TYN-
DALL AFB FL //DEHM//), if deceased was an Air Force member.

(h) If burial 1is planned in a national cemetery, the
director or superintendent thereof.

(i) Military Sealift Command for civilian mariners.
(j) Other commands as appropriate.

b. Activity Responsible for Transportation of Remains in the
48 Contiquous United States. The activity responsible for trans-
portation of remains, including the activities listed in paragraph
9-1b that are authorized to receive remains at U.S. POEs, will
provide the details listed below to the activities, establishments.
and persons enumerated and in the form indicated. Although infor-
mation addressees are required to receive copies of messages, the
actual messages delivered to the consignee and PNOK or SNOK will
not show any 1information addressees. Instructions 1in paragraph
3-7d are also applicable to such messages.

(1) Remains Consigned to Funeral Home. When remains are
consigned to a funeral home, the CACO and the consignee funeral
director will be provided the following by telephone and by con-
firming message. The information provided to the PNOK by the CACO
will be confirmed by telegram. After the confirming message has
been provided to the PNOK, only the CACO for the PNOK, after coor-
dinating with the activity arranging transportation, may provide
transportation information to the PNOK and other interested family
members.

(a) Information Required

1l. Name of deceased, grade or rate, social secu-
rity number, and branch of service.

2. Method of transportation wused and whether

Government Transportation Request (GTR) provided to obtain trans-
portation.

3. Date, time, and place c¢f departure, scheduled
time of arrival and identification number of common carrier.
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L

Whether death due to contagious or communicable
disease.

5. Name, grade or rate, and branch of service of
accompanying escort, or statement that no escort accompanies
remains (see par. 10-2b(l)).

6. Address of the OMA/NH to whom the receiving
funeral director is to send itemized bills for transportation of
remains from the airport to the funeral home and from the funeral
home to the church and cemetery.

7. Any other facts which the funeral director or
PNOK should be advised, i.e., oversize casket required, air tray
used, etc.

(b) Information Addressees. Make the following
information addressees on messages concerning remains consigned to
a funeral home and forward their copies electrically. Information
addressees will not furnish transportation information to inquiring
family members. Refer such 1inquiries to the CACO for the PNOK
inasmuch as this CACO has sole responsibility for furnishing such
information to the PNOK and other family members.

1l. Commander, Naval Military Personnel Command
(COMNAVMILPERSCOM), for Navy members.

2. Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC), for
Marine Corps members.

3. OMA/NH (appendix F) servicing the geographical
area in which death occurred if death was within the 48 contiguous
United States.

4. OMA/NH servicing the geographical area in
which burial is intended if within the 48 contiguous United States
and different from par. 3 above.

5. ©Secondary casualty assistance <calls officer
(CACO for the SNOK).

6. Director of the Marine Corps district in which
burial is intended for Marine Corps members when place of burial
is within the 48 contiquous United States.

7. Commander, Naval Medical Command (COMNAVMED
COM).
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8. Naval Civilian Personnel Command, NCPC 09C for:

a. Civilian employees of the Navy and Marine
Corps.

b. DOD civilian employees when the Navy is
host and supporting activity.

c. Military Sealift Command (MSC) personnel.

g.. Commander, U.S. Army Military Personnel Center,
Casualty and Memorial Affairs Operations Center, ATTN: DAPC-PDC-CD,
Alexandria, VA 22331-0400 if deceased was an Army member.

10. Headquarters, Ailr Force Engineering and Ser-
vices Center-DEHM, Tyndall Air Force Base, FL 32403-6001 if the
deceased was an Air Force member.

1ll. Military Sealift Command for c¢ivilian mari-
ners.

12. Other commands as appropriate.

(2) Remains Consigned to a National Cemetery. Provide the
information specified in paragraph 9-2b to the CACO and to the
PNOK when remains are consigned to the director or superintendent
of a national cemetery. (The 1information 1in paragraph 9-2b(l),
relative to the furnishing of transportation information to the
PNOK and family members, is also applicable for remains consigned
to a national cemetery.) Information will be provided in the form
indicated and copies supplied to the information addressees enu-
merated. Additionally, provide the following information to the
director or superintendent of the national cemetery to which the
remains have been consigned.

(a) Information Required

1. Name of deceased, grade or rate, social secu-
rity number, and branch of service.

2. Date, time. and place of departure, scheduled
time of arrival of remains, and identification number of the common
carrier.

3. Date and time interment is desired (par. 12-7
refers).
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4. Name and relationship of PNOK.

5. Whether PNOK will attend funeral and total num-
ber of persons who may attend.

6. Time of PNOK's arrival; address and telephone
number where PNOK may be contacted after arrival.

7. If PNOK does not plan to attend funeral, name
of PNOK's representative attending and address and telephone number
where such individual may be reached after arrival.

(b) lnformation Addressees. Make the following activi-
ties 1information addressees on messages to the director or
superintendent.

l. Commander, Naval Military Personnel Command
(COMNAVMILPERSCOM), for Navy members.

2. Commandant of the Marine Corps (cMCH, for
Marine Corps members.

3. The OMA/NH (appendix F) servicing the geograph-
ical area in which burial is to be made.

4. Commander, Naval Medical Command (COMNAVMED
COM) .

5. The CAC/FHS program coordinator (appendix R)
providing the CACO for the PNOK.

6. CACO for PNOK and, if assigned, CACO for SNOK.

9-3. Transportation

a. General

(1) Within apnd Outside the Contiguous United States. Trans-
portation will be provided to the destination selected by the PNOK,
subject to routing limitations. Additionally, subject to limita-
tions specified in subparagraph 9-3a(2), transportation will be
provided as expeditiously as possible, by whatever method or combi-
nation of methods best meet the requirements. Such transportation
as 1is authorized will be provided in coordination with local car-
rier personnel to assure that advance reservation times are con-
firmed for remains and escort as appropriate. Consider special
desires of the PNOK, including release of remains or cremains to
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the PNOK for such transportation as the PNOK might desire to pro-
vide.

(2) Government Air. Except as provided under subparagraph
9-3d, Government air transportation is not authorized from one
point in the 48 contiquous United States to another point in the
48 contiguous United States. Any proposed deviations from this
rule must be approved by CNO OP-414.

(3) Government Transportation Requests. Use a Government
Transportation Request (GTR) to obtain commercial air or rail
transportation for remains. A separate GTR will be issued for an

escort accompanying remains. See subparagraph 9-3d for transporta-
tion of cremains.

(4) Dependents. When transportation 1is authorized for
dependents enumerated in paragraphs 2-3b(3)(a) and (b), the follow-
ing items will be included in transportation costs:

(a) Removal of remains from place of death or from
location of release to a funeral home for preparation or to a
crematory, and subsequent delivery to a local cemetery or common
carrier terminal.

(b) Commercial air, rail, funeral coach, or other
appropriate transportation.

(c) Outer receptacle, casket cover, air tray, or sim-
ilar container for protection of the casket in transit.

(d) When remains are transported to another locality
for burial, cost of transfer from the terminal at destination to a
national cemetery, or to a receiving funeral home, thence to a
local cemetery or crematory.

(5) Retirees. Whenever a military retired member dies on
or after 15 February 1984 while properly admitted under chapter 55,
title 10 United States Code, to a medical facility of the Armed
Forces located in the United States, such member's remains may be
transported at the request of the PNOK to the place of burial, or
the cost of such transportation may be paid. Transportation {(at
Government expense) may not be made to a place further from the
place of death than the decedent's last permanent residence nor to
a place outside the United States (for the purpose of providing
this transportation, the term "United States" includes the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico and the territories and possessions of the
United States). If the decedent qualifies for transportation by
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the Veterans Administration wunder chapter 23, title 38, United
States Code, or by the military services under sections 1481 and
1482 of title 10, United States Code, those programs take prece-
dence. To effect reimbursement or payment, submit the following
documents to the appropriate OMA/NH listed in appendix F.

(a) Death certificate.

(b) Statement signed by an official of the respective
military medical facility to which the decedent was properly admit-
ted at time of death. This statement will be prepared on hospital
stationery and will include date and time of admission and date of
death.

(c) When the PNOK arranges transportation and is seek-
ing reimbursement, in addition to documents in (a) and (b). also
submit a completed DD 1375 with receipted bills for transportation
costs paid.

(6) Reimbursable Basis. Certain U.S. citizens may be pro--
vided services, supplies, and Government transportation to a U.S.
POE on a reimbursable basis (see paragraph 2-3b). Costs 1incurred

will be collected from the sponsor by the overseas preparing
command and credited to COMNAVMEDCOM's open allotment (see chapter
11). When transportation via military aircraft is requested for
U.S. citizens indicated in paragraph 2-3b(7)(a), the Department of
State representative in that overseas location will forward such
request to the Department of State, Washington, DC. Should
approval be given at the Washington level, the Department of State
will forward such request and approval to the Secretary of Defense
for consideration consistent with OPNAVINST 4630.25B (NOTAL).
Further transportation at Government expense from U.S. POE to
another destination is not authorized.

(7) Chargeable to Other Uniformed Services. Expenses
incurred in transportation of remains at the request of another
uniformed service may be paid citing the appropriate fund citation

provided by the uniformed service requesting arrangements (appen-
dix K refers).

b. Within the 48 Contiquous United States. Commanding offi-
cers of activities at locations of deaths in the 48 contigquous
United States, or at POEs for deaths occurring outside the 48 con-
tiguous United States, are responsible for selection of the most
expeditious method or combination of methods of transportation
described below which are available. When necessary to supplement
air or rail transportation by funeral coach, make arrangements with
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the selected funeral director, or with the director or superinten-
dent of the national cemetery or naval cemetery or plot to which
the remains are consigned. Instruct the funeral director or super-
intendent to send the bill for transportation to the OMA/NH servic-
ing the geographical area in which burial is made. With a transit

permit, casketed remains may be transported by the following
methods.

(1) Commercial Air

(a) The use of charter air taxi service may be autho-
rized in coordination with COMNAVMEDCOM (MEDCOM-332) under provi-
sions of paragraph 304010, NAVSUP Publication 444, when commercial
air is not available to destination, and the use of funeral vehicle
or rail transportation would cause an undue delay in arrival at

destination. Commercial air may be supplemented by either funeral
vehicle or rail.

(b) Escorts will accompany remains from point of origin
to destination. Refer to paragraph 10-7 for duties and responsi-
bilities of escorts and paragraph 11-5 concerning accounting data
for Temporary Additional Duty (TAD) orders.

(¢) When remains are transported via commercial air
within the 48 United States, an outer shipping container (commer-
cial air carrier approved air tray or equivalent) is authorized
(rental or purchase) at Government expense, as required.

(2) Funeral Coach. A funeral <coach or other suitable
closed vehicle provided by a funeral director may be used under
the following circumstances.

(a) For transfer of remains from the place of prepara-
tion to another local funeral home for local burial, or to a local
cemetery., or to a common carrier terminal.

(b) If common carrier services are not available.

(c) If common carrier services are available but the
cost for funeral coach service is not in excess of the cost of
common carrier service.

(d) For the remaining portion of transportation when
common carrier service is available only part of the way to desti-
nation designated by the PNOK.

(e) As a continuation of common carrier service when
remains are consigned directly to a national cemetery or to a naval
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cemetery or plot, and the cemetery cannot provide transportation
from the terminal to the cemetery.

(f) From the common carrier terminal at destination to
the funeral establishment and delivery to a local cemetery or
crematory.

(g) When requested by the PNOK, and the PNOK defrays
any cost in excess of the cost of the method which would have been
used by the Government.

(h) When the use of common carrier service involves an
extended layover en route, and funeral coach transportation would
expedite arrival of the remains at final destination.

(3) Rail Transportation

(a) Rail transportation (except rail as freight) is
authorized from point of origin to destination, or as part of a
combination of methods wused in expeditious return of eligible
deceased personnel to their PNOK.

(b) Transportation of remains by rail should not be
used when vehicular transfer is required at a junction point not
covered by carrier tariffs, unless an alternate through service is
not available; or unless an escort accompanies the remains: or the
naval service arranges for, or provides the vehicular transfer.

C. OQutside the 48 Contiguous United States

(1) Government Air. Government air transportation (Mili-
tary Airlift Command or Navy) using Transportation Control Number
Designator (TCND) is authorized to transport remains (TAC Nr. N663
is applicable):

(a) Between two points outside the 48 contiguous United
States.

(b) From a point outside the 48 contiguous United
States to a U.S. POE.

(c) From a U.S. POE to a point outside the 48 contig-
uous United States.

(2) Commercial Air. When U.S. Government transportation
is not available, or its use would not be practical or would cause
undue delay., the use of commercial air is authorized. An escort

will accompany remains of uniformed service members in transit via
commercial air (par. 10-2b refers).
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d. Transportation of Cremains

o (1) Active Duty Military. Inurned ashes of active duty
military personnel, 1in an appropriate outer receptacle, will be
hand carried by an escort using commercial air. rail, funeral
coach, or other appropriate vehicle. Organizational air transpor-
tation, on a space-required basis, may be used when preceding
methods are not available. In the latter instance, military and
civilian special escorts selected by the PNOK are eligible to
travel via military air as outlined in OPNAVINST 4630.25B (NOTAL).
Priority for boarding of such escorts should immediately follow
those active duty personnel 1in an emergency leave category.
Message information concerning estimated time of departure (ETD)
and estimated time of arrival (ETA) is required (see par. 9-2b).

(2) All Others. Inurned ashes of other than active duty
military personnel will be forwarded by registered mail or other
means whereby tracer action may be 1initiated in the event of
delayed delivery at destination.

e. Indirect Routing With Stopover En Route. A PNOK or SNOK
originated request for a stopover for funeral services or any other
legitimate reason may be allowed, provided responsible PNOK agrees
to defray all expenses incurred at the stopover point, including
the cost of transfer of remains from and return to the commercial
carrier terminal. A period not 1in excess of 72 hours may be
allowed at the stopover point. The escort will accompany remains
from the point of origin to the stopover point thence to the place
of interment (par. 10-8 refers). Limit approval of such requests,
with COMNAVMEDCOM's concurrence, to the 50 United States and its
possessions. Even though at least two funeral homes may provide
services in this instance, reimbursement will be limited to the
amount authorized by paragraph 11l-2c.

f. Special Transportation Requirements

(1) General

(a) All activities will comply strictly with local
laws, ordinances, and common carrier regulations covering the prep-
aration and transportation of remains and cremains.

1. When municipalities, such as San Diego, CA,
have statutory provisions authorizing the local coroner to remove
all remains from the place of death and Kkeep such remains until
released to the person or activity responsible for interment,
charges (not to exceed $100 for the coroner of San Diego, CA) are
payable under the provisions of this instruction.
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2. When remains are delivered to a common carrier
terminal or Government air terminal where transportation charges
are payable, the person dellverlng remains will ensure accuracy of
total welght of casketed remains and assure that the transportation
document is annotated accordingly.

(b) When the PNOK arranges authorized transportation
of remains, reimbursement is authorized in an amount not greater
than that which would have been incurred in the use of common car-
rier transportation (pars. 11-2 and 11-3 refer). Costs 1incurred
in transportation to common carrier terminal at point of origin,
and from destination terminal to a funeral home thence to place of
local interment, as applicable, should be included in computing
amounts to be reimbursed.

(2) Deaths From Contagious or Communicable Diseases. In
all localities, the same diseases are not always classified as com-
municable or contagious after embalming. Consult with civil health
authorities to determine transportation requirements if there are
any doubts. Remains of persons who died as a result of a communi-
cable or contagious disease will be:

(a) Prepared per local requirements.

(b) Placed in a casket per paragraph 6-8a when the
deceased 1s being provided transportation only within the 48 con-
tiguous United States.

(c¢) Placed in a transfer case for transportation to
the United States from an overseas area, provided the remains are
embalmed and wrapped per paragraph 6-8c and the transfer case is
marked per paragraph 6-8a.

(3) Disinterred Remains

(a) Entitled to Decedent Affairs Proqram Benefits.

Remains of persons entitled to DAP benefits at time of death may
be disinterred and transported at Government expense, when it was
necessary to make temporary interment, without the consent of the
PNOK. If interment was made per the wishes of the PNOK, subse-
quent disinterment and transportation expenses will not be borne
by the Government. Disinterred remains will be enclosed per local
board of health regulations. (A transfer case may be substituted
for the casket 1in transporting disinterred remains from outside
the 48 contiguous United States to a U.S. POE.) Spec1a1 permis-
sion of health authorities must be obtained before remains may be
disinterred or transported to another locality.
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(b) Dependents. When disposition of remains of depend-
ents are made per instructions of the PNOK, subsequent disinterment

or transportation of disinterred remains is not authorized at Gov-
ernment expense and the sponsor should be so advised.

. (4) Forms, Certificates, and Permits. The following forms,
certificates, and permits will be provided and, when appropriate,
will accompany remains being transported.

(a) Outside the 48 Contiquous United States

l. When remains are prepared outside the 48 con-
tiguous United States, three copies of DD 2064, Certificate of
Death (Overseas), and two copies of the DD 565, Statement of Recog-
nition of Deceased, and all other required identification docu-
ments, will accompany remains transferred to any other activity.

2. When remains are prepared within the 48 con-
tiguous United States and transportation to a point outside the 48
contiguous United States is contemplated, a transit-burial permit
will be obtained from local health department officials, designat-
ing the destination selected by the PNOK.

(b) Within the 48 Contigquous United States

1. Three certified copies of a civilian death
certificate when remains are transported from a point in the 48

contiguous United States to a point outside the 48 contiguous
United States.

2. Original and two copies of DD 2063, Record of
Preparation and Disposition of Remains (Within CONUS).

3. ©Original and one copy of the two Statements of
Recognition of Deceased, (DD 565) from two different individuals.

4. A transit burial permit obtained from 1local
health department officials for movement of remains within the 48
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